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On March 29, National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day, a day designated to honor the 
service and sacrifi ce of Vietnam War veterans, 
the Oklahoma History Center (OHC) held its 
ninth annual service commemoration pinning 
ceremony.

This day was chosen as it marks the 
anniversary of the withdrawal of U.S. military 
units from South Vietnam in 1973. The 
ceremony at OHC was a tribute to the service 
men and women who served in any branch of 
the US Armed Forces anywhere in the world 
during the Vietnam War era.

The free and open-to-the-public event 
occurred in the Devon Great Hall of the OHC, 
with the Capitol in the background, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

The ceremony began with the Oklahoma 
Army National Guard’s 145th Army Band 
sharing patriotism through music.

Former Oklahoma Representative Gary 
Banz, now director of the Villages OKC Veteran 
and Patriot Initiative, welcomed the 200 people 
who gathered that day. The recognition pins 
were to honor any U.S. veteran who served 
on active duty or in the reserves in the U.S. 
Armed Forces from November 1, 1955, to 
May 15, 1975, regardless of location, Vietnam 
or otherwise. Family members of any veteran 
unable to be present were also to receive a pin.

The Oklahoma Department of Veterans 
Affairs Executive Director, retired Rear Admiral 
James “Jay” Bynum, delivered the keynote 
address. In his speech, he put the war and the 
soldiers’ contribution to freedom in perspective, 
highlighting the bravery and sacrifi ce of the 
veterans and the importance of remembering 

Vietnam War–Era Veterans Pinning Ceremony

From left, newly inducted Eva Black, the Cadet XO, retired Navy Captain John 
Keilty, with the Junior ROTC at Del City High School, and Sebastian Stanton, the 
Cadet CO, after Keilty inducted them into the U.S. Military.

their service.
“Today, March 29, holds a profound place 

in our nation’s history—it marks the 50th 
anniversary of the offi cial disestablishment 
of the United States Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam, and the departure of the 
last U.S. combat troops in 1973,” Bynum said. 
“This day also saw the release of the fi nal 
group of acknowledged prisoners of war from 
Hanoi—a poignant moment in the long and 
diffi cult road toward healing after the Vietnam 
Confl ict.”

“While we gather to refl ect on this date, we 
also look ahead to April 30, when we will 
mark 50 years since the fall of Saigon in 1975. 
That event brought the Vietnam War to its 
conclusion and, for many, represented both an 
ending and a beginning—a time for refl ection 
on the sacrifi ces of those who served. These 
intertwined dates in March and April remind 
us of historical milestones and the enduring 
resilience of the men and women who served 
during this challenging chapter in our nation’s 
history.” Bynum was a career F/A-18 pilot 
deployed to support Operations Iraqi Freedom 
and Enduring Freedom.

The event was further steeped in patriotism 
when retired Navy Captain John Keilty, who 
heads up the Junior ROTC at Del City High 
School, inducted two of his senior cadets into 
the service. He mentioned they had performed 
with others in more than 300 honor guard 
presentations during their high school career.

“One of the greatest privileges a 
commissioned offi cer has is to be able to give a 
recruit or a Sailor the oath to defend and protect 
the Constitution,” Keilty said in an interview. 

“And being able to induct Sebastian Stanton, 
the Cadet CO headed for the Marines, and to 
Eva Black, the Cadet XO, was such an honor 
that I will cherish forever.”

Eva Black signed on to be a gunner’s mate 
in the Navy, while Sebastian Stanton signed 
on to be a small arms machinist in the Marine 
Corps. “Our Military will continue to be the best 
in the world when we enlist outstanding young 
men and women like Sebastian and Eva,” Keilty 
said.

The event also featured speakers and 
many former soldiers with their color guard 
representing the South Vietnamese community.

Vietnamese refugees arrived in Oklahoma 
City after Saigon’s fall, signifi cantly transforming 
the city’s cultural landscape. According to the 
Oklahoma Historical Society, the Vietnamese 
population in Oklahoma City increased from 
2,000 in 1975 to 10,000 by 1990, a testament to 
the war’s lasting impact.

The 2008 National Defense Authorization 
Act designated March 29 as Vietnam Veterans 
Day, to be commemorated with annual 
nationwide events. The act stipulates that only 
Vietnam War veterans and their families are 
recognized.

The Vietnam War saw 58,286 Americans 
killed in action, 155 Medal of Honor winners, 
and still lists 1,615 soldiers as missing in action. 
The Missing Man Table, sometimes called 
the “Fallen Comrade Table,” was displayed. 
It reminds viewers of fallen, missing, or 
imprisoned U.S. Military service members.

The commemoration ceremony continued 
in recognition of the services represented 
by having the service members gathered 
stand service by service. The branches were 
represented by 3 Marines, 12 Navy, 20 Air 
Force, and 30 Army service members in the 
audience.

The crowd honored the service members as 
Banz read out their names and service details, 
including their highest rank, to those assembled 
individually. Each veteran had their veteran lapel 
pins affi xed by Del City High School Junior 
ROTC members as a lasting memento of the 
Nation’s thanks.

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
estimates that today there are 6.4 million living 
Vietnam veterans and 9 million families of those 
who served in this time frame. 

One historical quote helps put the event in 
perspective.

Retired U.S. Air Force Colonel Michael 
Brazelton’s (four-time Silver Star recipient and 
former Vietnam War POW) said at the July 8, 
2015 Congressional Ceremony on the Vietnam 
Veteran Lapel Pin “I have had a number 
of medals pinned on me in my day and 
this is certainly the highest ranking and the 
most honors I have received for any pinning 
ceremony. Even though it might just be a lapel 
pin to a lot of people, this is like a medal to the 

Vietnam veterans.”          story/photo by Darl 
Devault, contributing editor
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Former police offi cer, retired 
Chief Master Sergeant and 
teacher at Rose State College, 
Dukes was just appointed as 
an At Large Representative with 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Veterans Affairs (ODVA) 
Commission representing 
Oklahoma veterans.  And he’s 
not done yet. 
       
First of all, he’s proud of his 
family.  His wife, Norita, is 
on the Board of Directors for 
Leah’s Hope, a 501(c)(3) 
Oklahoma non-profi t organization 
in Midwest City.  They have two 
boys:  Nathan, a fi refi ghter and 
Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) at Will Rogers Airport, 
and Christopher, an active duty 
United States Marine.  Mayor 
Dukes has lived in Midwest City 
since the age of three.  

What motivated his desire to 
serve?  Dukes responded, “It just 
seemed like the right thing to do 
and I was always lined with jobs 
that was in service…My aunt and 
my mom worked in the nursing 
fi eld and that’s probably what got 
me into the service mindset.”  

Work Career
Dukes joined the Coast Guard in 
1975 as an active duty hospital 
corpsman and “served in a 
number of duty stations…and I 
stayed in the Coast Guard fi ve 
years.”  Afterwards, he earned an 
Associate in Health Technology 

Mayor Dukes 
Makes Midwest 
City Shine

from Oklahoma City Community College 
in 1982 and worked for the Midwest City 
Hospital as an EMT on a full and part-time 
basis until 1987.  After completing some 
“ride-alongs” with Midwest City police 
offi cers, he joined the police force in 
October 1983, working for 31 years 
until retiring in November 2015.  The 
ODVA website states he was selected as 
“Supervisor of the Quarter” three times 
and “Supervisor of the Year” in 1999 for his 
actions during and after the May 3, 1999 
tornado and was awarded two Lifesaving 
awards, the Police Community Service 
award, and the Meritorious Service award.  

“I missed being in the military…And so 
I joined the Air National Guard in 
1985 and ended up doing 25 years…I 
was an aerospace med(ical) tech(nician)” 
said Dukes.  Later, he became a 
Security Forces Specialist.  According 
to ODVA’s website, “During Operation 
Enduring Freedom, Matt was activated 
by the Air National Guard and deployed 
to Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, serving as NCOIC for detainee 
operations.”  Chief Master Sergeant 
Matthew Dukes retired from the Oklahoma 
Air National Guard in 2008 with 29 years 
of service. 

Mayor of Midwest City
Dukes wanted his town to continue to 
improve, so he ran for mayor and was 
elected in 2016 for a partial two-year term.  
He was reelected in 2018 and 2022.  His 
second, four-year term expires in April 
2026.  
Starting in 2017, the City Council, 
Guy Henson (former City Manager), 
and Dukes identifi ed and promoted 

extensive infrastructure and quality of life 
improvements, resulting in the citizens of 
Midwest City approving a “2018 Moving 
Forward General Obligation Bond.”  The 
bonds provided $53,650,000 for 19 projects 
affecting all six wards of the city:  parks and 
recreation, streets, water safety, public safety 
and animal control.  

The mayor is proud of those.  “We passed 
the largest general obligation bond initiative 
in the City of Midwest City’s history at $53 
million…Myself and the City Manager (Guy 

2
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2010, into a new retail store and housing area.  On Jan. 1, 
the Midwest City Beacon newspaper reported, “The Midwest City 
Urban Renewal Authority is using eminent domain to acquire the 
property after city offi cials and the property owner were unable to 
reach an agreement on a sale.”  

Three commissioners and the city are working to take possession 
of the mall.  Once that’s complete, Dukes said, “We’ll have to 
go through the RFP (request for proposal) process and see what 
developer comes with the best plan (to redevelop it)…I wanna 
make sure before I leave offi ce, that we wrap that up.”

The big opportunity is to build a new, 74,000-square foot YMCA 
close to SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital.  A statement by 
Midwest City on April 16, read, “The City of Midwest City, Mid-Del 
Schools, SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital - Midwest, and the 
YMCA of Greater Oklahoma City have partnered on a funding 
agreement ($40 million) that would build a new YMCA in Midwest 
City.”  Dukes said, “Our current YMCA was built in 1964 and 
they’ve outgrown it three times.”  

Employee Feedback
Midwest City employees like what Dukes is doing.  Micala 
Newland, Midwest City Storm Water Quality Technician in the 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility, said, “ I appreciate that 
the city is environmentally friendly…He’s (Mayor Dukes) really 
supportive of the city.”  Marc Bargel, a Midwest City Parks 
Maintenance employee, agreed.  “It’s (Midwest City) a great place 
to work.  Mayor Dukes does a great job and he’s very friendly with 
all the city employees.”  

Dukes is pleased with the city’s progress.  “You know, I grew up in 
this town…I raised my boys in this town and it’s a great place to 
live.  And I just want it to continue.”

Purple Heart City
In December 2024, Midwest City was designated as a Purple 
Heart City and on March 1,  Dukes was named “Mayor of 
the Year,” honors bestowed by the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart (MOPH).  The State Commander of the MOPH, Master 
Chief Larry Van Schuyver, said Dukes was chosen ahead of 64 
nominees for the award.  Accepting the plaque at VFW Post 4938 
in Edmond, Dukes smiled and told the crowd, “I’m very honored.  
My whole family served in the military and this is very humbling.  
My son is a United States Marine.  I tried to guide him the other 
way (crowd laughed)…I had the honor of serving in not one, but 
two branches of the United States military…All I did was make 
Midwest City a Purple Heart City.”      
story/photos by Richard Stephens, Jr., Lt. Col, USAF Retired
  

Midwest City is a military-friendly, 
veteran-fi lled community with 
58,000 citizens.  The city’s motto, 
“Where the Spirit Flies High,” is 
living up to expectations.    

More About Edwards

Henson) did over 45 presentations throughout the city, telling 
the citizens, ‘This is what we want and this is what we’re 
gonna do, and this is how you hold us accountable.’  And I’m 
extremely proud of the fact that we’ve completed all those 
projects.”  

A Problem and an Opportunity
Currently, city leaders are addressing one long-term problem 
and one big opportunity.  

The problem being handled is turning a nearly empty 
Heritage Park Mall on the northwest corner of East Reno 
Avenue and Air Depot Boulevard, closed since February 

Super volunteer Gene Holland of 
Midwest City receives a certifi cate 
from Mayor Matt Dukes on March 
25, 2025. The day was proclaimed 

as Gene Holland Day.
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Her experience as a participant in the 
Ms. Veteran America competition helped 
spur Carrie Moore into advocacy work for 
Veterans.

“I ran for Ms. Veteran America, I think it 
was three years ago, and that kind of threw 
me into advocacy work,” Moore, a U.S. 
Navy Veteran said. “The purpose behind 
Ms. Veteran America is to raise awareness 
and funds for women veterans that are 
homeless. We provide suitable housing for 
them and their children.”

She added, “So, most of the time when 
women veterans are homeless, they don’t 
really realize that they can seek assistance 
if they have children, because they’re afraid 
their children are going to be taken away 
from them. We try to help ensure that 
they’re placed together, and kept together, 
and get them the help that they need.”

Moore grew up in Eufaula before enlisting in 
the Navy, where she served for fi ve years.

“I grew up on Lake Eufaula, and being the 
rebellious teenager that I was, I did not 
want to do the same thing that my dad 
(U.S. Army) did. So, the other services were 
options for me. The Navy just got to me 
fi rst,” she said.

Moore said directly after the service, she 
went into contracting after working at the 
National Security Agency in Fort Meade, 
Maryland.

“But then, when I had my son, which was in 
2004, I wanted to be a stay-at-home mom. 
So we moved to Texas, and I was a stay-
at-home mom for the next 15 years,” she 
said.

Moore and her husband later moved to 
Moore to be closer to family.

Moore’s Veteran advocacy efforts also 
included working as a VSO for the Dale 
Graham Foundation for about 12 years, 

Veteran Gives Back 
By Training Service 
Dogs For Veterans

writing claims for them, specializing in military sex 
trauma before working with the American Legion in 
Moore.

“To be able to give back to veterans just 
means a lot to me, because we’ve got a lot 
of making up to do,” she said. “I feel like you 
make a bigger difference (with Veterans) that 
way.”

Moore and her husband are also giving back 
to Veterans through their non-profi t, Got Your 
Six, Service Dogs for Veterans which trains 
veterans to train their own service dogs.

“I had been doing some volunteer work with 
rescues around the area. I had been fostering 
dogs and transporting them from one rescue 
to another,” she said. “We were contacted by 
an organization that had a dog they had been 
given to be euthanized. We took the dog on 
because my husband trains canines for sport. 
We weren’t worried about taking in this dog, 
because we knew we could fi x whatever issue he had 
going on. He (Ruger) has been just the best dog ever. 
If you’re around him for fi ve minutes, you’re in love with 
him.”

Moore said they had Ruger for about three weeks 
before they noticed something about him.

“We had him for about three weeks when he started 
alerting me to a heart condition that I have,” she said. “I 
have Wolff-Parkinson-White Syndrome, which causes 
my heart rate to go up to 300 beats a minute.”

Moore said that spurred a desire in learning what it 
took to get a service dog trained.

“We were unable to fi nd anybody that would train him 
because we didn’t know his past. They considered it a 
liability working with a dog that came from the shelter,” 
she said. “We just went ahead and started training him 
ourselves.”

Moore believes that service dogs are the most 
underutilized resource that we have.

“Not many people know about it, and they think that 
you must spend thousands of dollars or be on a 

two-year waitlist to get a service dog,” 
she said. “And that’s not the case. You 
can train one yourself, and it can be 
a dog from the shelter. There Are no 
limitations on breeds, ages. They need 
to be able to perform a task that you 
need for your disability to make your life 
better.”

Moore said Ruger has been a traveling 
companion to advocate and educate 
on service dogs.

“I’ve been traveling around with him for 
two, three years advocating for female 
veterans, and just trying to get the word 
out about how this resource can help 
other veterans,” she said.

Moore said they currently only help 
Veterans.

“At this point in time, we only help 
veterans. We train one dog, one 
veteran,” she said. “We prefer that they 
bring in a dog that they have at their 
house, but a lot of times those dogs 
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will not work. They must be environmentally-sound more than 
anything. So, if that dog doesn’t work, then they can switch to 
another dog in the house.”

Moore said their training sessions are held each Monday at a 
church in downtown Moore.

“We train every Monday evening, and we train for about an hour,” 
she said. “And our point behind it is, we give you homework every 
week. We show you how to train the dog for something specifi c, 

and then we have you go home for that week and practice on that thing. 
And then we continually add to that.”

Moore said consistency is a key component of training.

“You must do it consistently. The consistent training, doing it daily,” she 
said. “And a lot of people don’t want to put in the work for it, they think 
it’s just going to happen.”

Moore said their training services are free to Veterans.

“We have found that many Veterans have a need for service dogs but 
cannot pay thousands of dollars for one or have years to wait to get one 
trained from an organization,” she said. “And we believe that teaching 
a Veteran to train their own will allow them to pay it forward and help 
someone else which helps the veteran feel worthy and want to stick 
around. It’s completely free of charge to the veterans. Even if they need 
a dog, that’s all free of charge.”
For more information contact Moore at (405) 365-5356 or email her at 
Carrie.Moore.ok@gmail.com.      story by Van Mitchell

Master Chief Larry Van Schuyver (left) State Comdr of the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, congratulates Jesse 
Sanchez for receiving the Purple Heart Joe Barlett Memorial 
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Warriors of Air & Space 
above Tinker AFB
The free-admission Tinker AFB Air Show returns June 28-29, featuring 
the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, who will amaze Oklahomans with 
their skill and precision fl ying daily. This marks their fi rst return 
to Tinker in six years.

The two days are almost exclusively headlined by U.S. Air 
Force precision in the sky as elite graduates of the U.S. Air 
Force Academy’s Basic Freefall Parachuting course demonstrate their 
team skills. The Air Force Parachute Team Wings of Blue will dazzle the 
crowd with their signature “Bomb Burst” maneuver at terminal velocity.

The aerial demonstrations will run from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. As the 
last show each day, the Thunderbirds aerobatic fl ight demonstration 
team of F-16s, will treat spectators to their precision fl ying skills 
and professionalism for an hour. Watch powerful fi ghter jets elegantly 
maneuver in the sky with only a few feet separating each wingtip. 
It’s a multisensory experience that will leave viewers impressed and 
inspired. This puts the SHOW in air show.

The Air Force’s premier multi-role fi ghter jet, the single-seat, 
supersonic F-16 Fighting Falcon, displays its robust maneuvering 
capability and showcases the pilot’s elite skills. The demonstration 
mixes six aircraft performing formation fl ying and solo routines. The 
four-ship Diamond formation showcases the precision and training of 
the pilots and the gracefulness of the F-16. The two solos display the 
maximum synergy of jet power and the maximum capabilities of elite 
pilots.

“We want to send an open invitation to the public so they can 
witness what we do here at Team Tinker,” said Col. Abby Ruscetta, 
Tinker installation commander. “We want to demonstrate the readiness 
and strength of American air and space power and the wonder of 
aviation.”

This open invitation in throwing the gates at Tinker open to the public 
comes with a caution. Come early to see the air and space 
power wonder of aviation because when the crowd 
exceeds a limit, the gates will be closed each 
day.

Visitors can learn more about Tinker’s 
missions, the military and how present 
careers in aviation and aerospace make 
up Oklahoma’s second-largest industry.

Because admission, parking and shuttles are 
free, organizers encourage everyone to arrive 
early. Visitors will want to arrive early enough to park 
at Building 9001, formerly the old General Motors Plant, 

off SE 74th Street, because those buses drop them off at 
the gate area requiring the least walking. The event has been 
popular, and the gates will close when capacity is reached. 
Gates open at 8 a.m. daily. All acts are expected to perform 
each day, but the order of performers may change.

The show will feature dozens of military and civilian aerial 
performers and various ground display aircraft, such as 
Tinker’s E-3 Sentry AWACS, the U.S. Navy E-6B Mercury, 
USAF Thunderbirds, Tora, Tora, Tora -  up to Seven 
Japanese Zero type aircraft, MiG-17F (Russian MiG jets), 
B-1B Lancer, B-52H Stratofortress, KC-46A Pegasus, KC - 
135 Stratotanker, WASP (AT-6, BT-13) and a Red Tail P-51C 
located next to the Rise above Exhibit.

This year, several aerial acts debut for the fi rst time, 
including an MV-22 Osprey, Franklin’s Flying Circus air 
comedy act, and Brittanee Lincoln in the Extra 330 Aerobatic 
Air Act. The crowd will see and hear historic radial engines 
powering The Trojan Phlyers Flight Demonstration Team 
as the world’s only formation aerobatic pair of North 
AmericanT-28 Trojan Trainers.

Other acts include a Pearl Harbor reenactment by Tora! Tora! 
Tora! and Randy Ball, a professional demonstration pilot 
fl ying a Soviet-era MiG-17, who is returning for the fi rst time 
since 2014.

The 2025 Tinker Air Show theme is “Warriors of Air and 
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AFB personnel are part of the enduring 72-year advantage as the 
world’s most capable and respected air power source. This open 
house will demonstrate why the last time an American combatant 
was killed on the ground by an adversary air force was April 15, 
1953.

To learn more, visit www.tinkerairshow.org 
or tinker.af.mil/tinkerairshow and follow 
Tinker AFB on social media.  
story/photo by Darl Devault,
contributing editor

Space,” highlighting the warrior 
ethos, hard work and contributions 
of Tinker Air Force Base’s military 
and civilian members. Visitors will have 
access to plenty of food and merchandise 
vendors serving their needs. Complimentary water 
is provided, so bring an empty bottle to fi ll at the water 
stations.
Visitors can explore static displays of modern and historic military 
aircraft, military recruiting exhibits such as the Air Force’s Tactical 
Experience, and USAF Honor Guard Drill Team performances.

“Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) City” is 
an aircraft hangar fi lled with hands-on activities for kids of all ages. 
This area offers simulators, robotics, drone technology, snap circuits 
and more. Many of the booths allow visitors to explore potential 
career opportunities.

“We want to encourage younger generations to get involved in the 
fi eld of aerospace and encourage them to learn more about the 
many jobs available,” said Cliff Harden, STEM outreach program 
manager at Tinker AFB. “There’s everything from becoming a pilot to 
cyber security, 3D Graphics and imaging to engineering and aircraft 
maintenance.”

Community partners will provide free activities in STEM City.

Most attractions are free except for a VIP area, Preferred Seating, 
and the Kidz Zone. The VIP Experience tickets are available for $149 
and offer shade tents, preferential seating, cold beverages, and a 

boxed lunch.

Preferred Seating offers shade seating on the 
northern end of the fl ight line, starting at $39. 

Wristbands for the Tinker Air Show’s Kidz Zone 
cost $20 and are good all day. The Kidz 

Zone and play area are located 
on the north end of the 
Airshow tarmac, and they 

include an activity tent 
with games, infl atables and a rock wall.

As Oklahoma’s largest single-site employer, Tinker 
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Cross of Valor Honors R.D

 When your life is in danger, some 
memories don’t go away, even if they 
occurred 81 years ago.  Like fi ring 
twin .50 caliber machine guns at 
Nazi airplanes from the ball turret 
underneath a B-17 Flying Fortress.  

“I hit a Messerschmidt (fi ghter) 

one day.  He was gone away from me and of 
course, when they get by, they turn their belly up 
- they’re armor-plated on the bottom.  I could see 
some tracers going off from him.  I never got him 
down.  He (fi ghter) was a longways away.  He 
had come through our (bomber) group once and 
got away but he didn’t come back,” explained 

Richard D. Lawrence, a 102-year-old WWII 
veteran.

Lawrence was at Oklahoma’s State 
Capitol in the Hall of Heros to receive the 
Oklahoma Cross of Valor from Governor 
Kevin Stitt.  Part of Stitt’s address included 
the following.  “His story is one of grit and 

R.D. Lawrence (seated) received 
Oklahoma’s Cross of Valor from 
State Senator Roland Peterson (left), 
Governor Kevin Stitt (center),  and 
Secretary John Nash (right).

Me
Ca
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. Lawrence’s WWII Service

Portion of Citation of Appreciation 
from the Oklahoma State 
Legislature to Technical Sergeant 
Richard D. Lawrence.
-----------------------------------------------
Whereas, on June 7, 1944, while on 
a mission to destroy marshalling yards 
in Budapest, Hungary, R.D. Lawrence’s 
plane took a direct hit, and he was forced 
to parachute out.  He was captured a 
week later and held as a prisoner of 
war in Stalag Luft IV Prison Camp in 
Gross Tychow, Pomerania (now Tychowo, 
Poland) and later forced on a 500-mile 
death march.  On May 2, 1945, he 
was liberated by the British soldiers and 
returned to Enid just in time for harvest.  

courage and unbelievable bravery.  He answered the call to serve 
during a time of war, was taken captive by the enemy and he 
came home with his honor intact.  That strength comes from 
a love of country, a sense of duty, and unbreakable spirit.  In 
Oklahoma, we believe in honoring our heros and we have a real-
life hero with us today.”  

Lawrence wasn’t alone - lots of family, friends, State 
Representatives and Senators, uniformed military and veterans 
gave him a standing ovation when he was called up to get the 
Cross of Valor enclosed in a glass case.  

Others have formally thanked Lawrence too, including a 
French Counsel who gave him the French Legion of Honor and 
the Oklahoma Military Heritage Foundation, who inducted him 
into the Oklahoma Military Hall of Honor.

Before the ceremony, Alfonso Garza, the Veterans Mental 
Health Program Administrator with Oklahoma’s Department of 
Veteran Affairs (ODVA), asked R.D. if he had any advice.  His 
answer?  First, take it one day at a time.  Second, trust in the 
Lord with all your heart.

When R.D. got home from the war, he went right to work 
harvesting crops.  No two-week vacation swapping war stories at 
the bar to relax after the ordeal.  In a conversation with Galen 
Culver of the KFOR television station, he recalled, “I got home 
on my mother’s birthday, June 15th, 1945, and we started cutting 
wheat that afternoon.’”  He married his high school sweetheart, 
Joanne, right away too - 11 days later.    

They had three children:  Richard, Julie and Leanna, who 
were at the ceremony.  Leanna, whose married name is Turney, 
said, “I had wonderful parents…parents that went to everything 
we went to (activities).”      

The ODVA shared a biography that explains Lawrence’s 
postwar time of peace.  “A proud steward of the land, he 
continues to live and manage the farm, recently keeping 

busy clearing fi elds from the seat of his 
Polaris”…He served “on the boards of 
the Farmers’ Cooperative of Wakita, the 
Wakita School Board, and as a longtime 
Director of Citizens Bank of Wakita.  His 
dedication to agriculture was honored 
with the title of Oklahoma Farmer of the 
Year at the Oklahoma State Fair.  A 
man of faith, he served over 60 years 
as an Elder at both Fairview Christian 
Church and Wakita Christian Church.  
In retirement, RD took up golfi ng and 
played daily into his early 90s-always 
with the same group of friends, and 
more often than not, he came home the 
winner.”

James Neal of the Enid News & Eagle 
sat down with R.D. in 2011 and wrote 
the following.  “Today, he remembers 
those who didn’t make it home as the 
true heroes from history’s largest war.  
Their ranks included Lawrence’s brother, 
Burke, an aircrewman who was killed 
while on a training fl ight shortly after the 
war’s end…Lawrence said, ‘They were all 
heroes, I thought, those boys who didn’t 
make it home.’”      story/photos by Richard 
Stephens, Jr., Lt. Col, USAF Retired

emorabilia from R.J. Lawrence’s life fi lls up a table at his medal ceremony at the State 
apitol on May 5, 2025.  He squats next to the ball turret of the B-17 in one picture.  



Oklahoma City’s Devon Tower - Nick Thomas
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Take a Hike! To Skydance 
Bridge, Oklahoma City

ith over 90 miles of trails weaving through 
the area, Oklahoma City’s numerous parks 

are a haven for walkers, joggers, and hikers alike. 
While the green urban spaces invite exploration of 
the hidden gems and points of interest throughout 
the city, one must-see landmark for visitors - day or 
night - is the iconic Skydance Bridge.

Arriving late in the afternoon, we parked on 
SW Second Street before heading south on foot 
through Scissortail Park, named after Oklahoma’s 
state bird - the scissor-tailed fl ycatcher. Our 
destination was the 380-foot-long pedestrian 
Skydance Bridge that spans I-40 and connects the 
north (40-acre) and south (30-acre) portions of the park. Opened in 2012, 
the state bird also inspired the bridge’s design with its striking V-shaped 
steel sculpture towering nearly 200 feet above the walkway, resembling the 
fl ycatcher’s distinctive forked tail feathers.

After admiring the bridge, we continued through the park and surrounding 
area waiting for sunset since the bridge is especially stunning when lit 
by LED lights during the evening. But there was no shortage of dazzling 
sights to fi ll the remaining daylight hours, including a walk around a lake 
with surrounding trees teeming with colorful chirping birds. Rental pedal 
boats, canoes, and kayaks glided slowly over the water as their occupants 
absorbed the relaxing view dominated by Oklahoma City’s tallest building. 
The sleek 50-story Devon Tower, also completed in 2012, is a skyline scene 
stealer with its refl ective glass exterior. The Vast Restaurant 
occupies the top two fl oors offering both meals “sourced from 
local producers” and spectacular views of the city.

Myriad Botanical Gardens, just a couple of blocks north of the 
park off Reno Street, was intriguing. Since originally conceived 
by city leaders in the late 1960s, the 17-acre plot most recently 
underwent an $11 million renovation in 2022 and features 
immaculate landscaping, a children’s garden, a restaurant area, 
fountains, sculptures, and the dazzling Crystal Bridge Tropical 
Conservatory encased in a shell of over 3,000 translucent 
acrylic panels housing an impressive exotic plant collection.

The “Taking Flight: Light as a Feather” art piece, installed 2 
years ago at the north end of Scissortail Park, was a delightful 
surprise fi nd. The 6-ton 31-foot-tall metal sculpture is the artist’s 
vision of a delicately curved feather gently fl oating earthward. 
Stunning any time - and especially at night when fi ber optic 
lights illuminate its intricate details - the sculpture truly comes to 
life just prior to sunset when we happened to walk past. As the 
sun hung in the darkening sky behind the sculpture, its dying 
rays fi ltered through the fi gure highlighting the steel bars comprising the 
feather’s ribs, offering an inspiring picture-perfect moment we were lucky 
to experience.

For many visitors, however, the star of Scissortail Park will be the illuminated 
Skydance Bridge straddling the busy Interstate below.  The remotely 
controlled lights, programmable for holidays and special events, displayed 
a vibrant deep blue glow during our visit, dramatically highlighting the 
structure’s sweeping design. But the color varies from night to night. When 
viewed from the bridge’s south end and set against the backdrop of city 

WEEKEND RIDE (OR DRIVE)

W

Taking Flight Light as a Feather 
sculpture - Nick Thomas

lights, it was the perfect conclusion to our 2-mile urban 
nature walk around Oklahoma City.

      story and photos by Nick Thomas teaches 
at Auburn University at Montgomery in Alabama and 
has written features, columns, and interviews for 
many newspapers and magazines. His hiking column 
describes short trails, hikes, and walks from around the 
country that seniors might enjoy while traveling. See 
www.ItsAWonderfulHike.com.

Skydance Bridge in the evening - 
Nick Thomas
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Stephen Evangelista Appointed 
Deputy Commissioner for 

Operations at the Social Security 
Administration

The Social Security Administration (SSA) 
today announced the appointment of 
Stephen Evangelista as the Deputy 
Commissioner for the Offi ce of 
Operations. In this role, he will 
oversee SSA’s nationwide network 
of offi ces that provide frontline 
and support services to millions of 
customers each year. This includes 
oversight of more than 1,200 fi eld 
offi ces serving communities across the 
country, as well as 23 teleservice centers 
assisting the public on the phone.

Stephen Evangelista has over 25 years of experience in executive 
leadership roles at SSA. He has held various leadership positions within 
the agency, most recently serving as the Assistant Deputy Commissioner 
for Policy in the Offi ce of Law and Policy. His record of achievement 
includes developing and implementing an enterprise strategy to unify 
SSA’s more than 3,000 data matching agreements, resulting in improved 
program administration.  

“Stephen’s proven track record of leadership and his dedication to public 
service make him an excellent choice for this critical role,” said Lee 
Dudek, Acting Commissioner of Social Security. “His deep knowledge 
of the agency’s programs will be an asset as we continue to improve 
customer service while safeguarding Americans’ hard-earned benefi ts.”

Stephen Evangelista succeeds Doris Diaz, who had been serving as 
the agency’s Acting Deputy Commissioner for the Offi ce of Operations 
since January 2025. Under her leadership, SSA implemented several 
customer-focused improvements, including expediting over $14.8 billion 
in retroactive payments to more than 2.2 million individuals under the 
Social Security Fairness Act.

“I am grateful to Doris for her outstanding leadership of the Offi ce of 
Operations,” added Dudek. “She delivered transformational improvements 
in the agency’s operations, and millions of Americans’ lives are better 
because of her service.”

For more information, please visit the SSA’s Communications Corner at 
www.ssa.gov/news. 
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VetChat hosted Rear Admiral James Bynum, Executive 
Director of ODVA, at Cornerstone Church in Midwest City 
on April 12, where he addressed 110 veterans and discussed 
the agency’s current and future roles.  Bynum, a retired 
Navy fi ghter pilot with a 36-year career, emphasized his 
commitment to enhancing veteran services by improving 
mentorship programs, increasing the quality of Veterans 
Service Offi cers, and leveraging technology for secure, 
convenient access to benefi ts.  He detailed plans to bolster 
communication through quarterly advisory forums, regular 
newsletters, and an expanded media presence, as well as 
partnerships with private organizations to aid with job 
placements.  During the Q&A session, veterans raised 
concerns ranging from lost medical records to reduced 
benefi ts.  Bynum said ODVA is exploring CMS certifi cation 
for veteran care facilities and will open a new Veterans Home 
in Sallisaw in 2025.

VetChat, a non-profi t organization that promotes veteran 
fellowship, hosted Rear Admiral James Bynum, Executive 
Director of the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs 
(ODVA) at the Cornerstone Church in Midwest City, April 
12th.  Bynum discussed current and future roles of the agency 
and answered questions from the 110 veterans in attendance.   

Bynum built a 36-year career in the U.S. Navy as a 
fi ghter pilot (primarily F-18s), retiring in 2021.   His last 
military assignment was as Deputy and Director, Warfare 
Development, on the Offi ce of the Chief of Naval Operations 
staff.  He also commanded “the Royal Maces of Strike 
Fighter Squadron 27…and Carrier Air Wing 3 as part of 
the Harry S. Truman Strike Group…” according to ODVA’s 
website.   Bynum started his talk by saying he was glad to 
have been asked to lead ODVA.  “I needed a mission, be part 
of a team and have some outcome,” he said.   The director 
talked directly and honestly with veterans.  

He emphasized how ODVA will get better to serve 
veterans and their families with the services and benefi ts 

Strengthening Veteran Services:  
James Bynum Shares Key Updates on Oklahoma’s Commitment

Leo Webster (center) and James McQuillar of VetChat (right) give gifts 
to OVDA Director James Bynum after he talked with veterans on April 
12, 2025.

they offer.  “We can’t be professional if we don’t know how we 
need to improve or if we don’t know where we’re falling short, 
if we’re aiming totally at the wrong target.  So, we have to have 
that input…Whether that’s veteran services, whether that’s help with 
fi nding a job, whether that’s help with fi nding other services…But 
our job is to be that connective tissue…That’s fi nding some discreet 
things to get accomplished, put ‘em on a calendar, make a plan, 
assign roles and responsibilities and drive to them.  And then come 
check our homework.  See how we did.”

Ways for the ODVA to provide information include scheduling 
quarterly Veterans Advisory Forums, advertising on television and 
radio (started in May) and publishing a regular newsletter.  Areas 
to improve service include providing mentorship and more qualifi ed 
Veterans Service Offi cers (VSOs).  “We all want the best that 
someone has to offer,” Bynum said.  “I owe every veteran that…
You’re not going to get an apprentice VSO, you’re going to get 
journeyman or above with access to masters (highly qualifi ed ability) 
if you need it.”

Bynum wants ODVA to utilize technology better by having 
personal identifi able information available in a veteran’s registry 
securely held behind electronic fi rewalls.  He stated, “We can do that 
business with you online at your convenience, on your time…I got 
to meet you where you are.”  The Director acknowledged ODVA 

doesn’t have the people to meet with every veteran individually or in groups.  
No mention was made whether the drive towards technology-powered tools 
would result in fewer ODVA employees, face-to-face or telephone service.  

Partnering with private and public organizations, such as Major Talent for 
job fi nding can help veterans (https://majortalent.com/).  Bynum said, “They 
have a nationwide architecture to acquaint your resume with the folks that 
fund them, free to the veteran.  They’ll write your resume, they’ll give you 
the lesson, they’ll give you mock interviews, computer-based training on how 
to do an interview.”

Currently, Veterans Homes must be certifi ed by the Federal Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA).  Bynum said ODVA is exploring “other ways to 
provide care and operate Veteran Affairs homes, perhaps through Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) certifi cation.  So, with Medicare 
Advantage waivers, veterans can now get in-home care, and…because we 
have…full suite of skilled nursing available, and that’s speech therapy, 
occupational therapy, physical therapy…if we get that CMS certifi cation to 
do rehabilitation work for short stays...,” veterans will benefi t.  ODVA is 
asking three facilities to look into getting CMS certifi cation.

A new Veterans Home in Sallisaw, Sequoyah County, will open in 
2025.  It is built and staff are being hired.  Senator Kelly Hines (R) and 
Representative Nicole Miller (R) submitted State Bill 520 to create a State of 
Oklahoma Veterans Foundation allowing it to receive donations to promote 
veteran activities.  It was signed into law by Governor Stitt on April 23, 
2025.  

Ten veterans asked questions ranging from what to do about the VA 
losing medical records to what the OVDA could do to help small businesses 
to reductions in benefi ts (tinnitus, sleep apnea).  

According to Bynum, Oklahoma has about 300,000 veterans.  More 
information about the ODVA is at https://oklahoma.gov/veterans.html.

Other attendees included the following from ODVA:  Dr. Sidney 
Ellington, Vice Chairman of the Veterans Commission, Lisa Acevedo, 
Director of Veteran Services & Legislative Liaison, Pitta Zulker, Women 
Veterans Program Coordinator, and Al Garza, Mental Health & Suicide 
Prevention Administrator, and State Senator Brenda Stanley (R), Midwest 
City Mayor Matt Dukes and Vietnam War Ace Colonel Charles Bellevue. 
      story/photos by Richard Stephens, Jr.
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While drilling reservists enjoyed fun and food at Tinker 
AFB, veteran friendly businesses explained their services to 
customers in Piedmont on May 3rd.

Reservists and family of the 507th Air Refueling Wing, an Air Force Reserve 
Command, unit equipped KC-135 unit, enjoyed their annual Family Day in 
Hanger 1030.  They ate hamburgers, played on air-infl ated slides and bounce 
houses, looked at classic cars and of course, showed off their refueling tankers.  
Other static display aircraft on hand: a C-5 and C-17 cargo airplane and a T-1, 
T-6 and T-38 trainer.

What is Family Day?  Event planner 1Lt Kennedy Humprey, 465th Aircraft 
Refueling Squadron, shared that it is “To show our families what we do 
as military members.”  1Lt Nick Pratt, also with the 465th, added, “Show 
appreciation to the families because it’s all for them.”  Humprey said he expected 
1,000 people to attend.

Reservists like what they do.  “I like working on the planes that refuel our fi ghter 
and other combat mission aircraft, plus I enjoy exploring the world,” said MSgt Trevor 
Hardesty, a member of the Aircraft Maintenance Squadron.  MSgt Lindsey Newton, 
the Engineering Squadron’s First Sergeant, said she likes serving in the 507th 
“because the people (reservists) are like family.”

Twenty-nine organizations manned tables offering services and products, such as 
72d Air Base Wing’s Military Family Readiness Center and Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response Program, DoD’s Integrated Prevention & Resilience Offi ce, VFW Post 
8706 (Moore), and Big Brothers, Big Sisters.  “I come because I want to help families 
with resources,” said Crystal Garcia with the Employee Assistance Program at Tinker 
AFB.  

Gerardo Guzman, a 30-year retired Army Sergeant First Class, came because 
his son is a member of the wing.  “My wife and I were proud for my son…” joining 
the Air Force Reserves.

According to the 507 ARW website (https://www.507arw.afrc.af.mil/About-Us/), 
“The wing operates and maintains eight KC-135R Stratotanker aircraft 
providing world-wide aerial refueling to U.S. and NATO aircraft in times of 
peace, war and national emergency” and “…consists of three subordinate 
groups and 11 squadrons while employing more than 1,200 men and women.”

Meanwhile, in Piedmont, the 4th Annual VetsFest 2025 was in full swing 
(with guitars, drums and keyboards) at the Piedmont Veterans Event Center.  
The Piedmont Area Veterans Association (PAVA)
( https://pavavets.org ), hosted the event.  The Caroline Grace and J. Rod 
Wald bands played country music while Atlantis Aquarius entertained with 
psychedelic 60s style rock and roll for 300 people that attended.  Grace 
joined the Atlantis Aquarius’ six band members to provide more vocals.     

Twenty-fi ve veteran-owned and veteran-connected businesses (colleges 
with veteran student services, etc.) came from throughout Oklahoma.   
Patriot Automotive of Piedmont is owned and operated by Jeremy Hays and 
John Leahr.  Hays was a fi ve-year U.S. Navy medical corpsman and Leahr 
is a 15-year drilling reservist with the 160th Oklahoma National Guard (U.S. 
Army).  Hays said they wanted a booth to “let people know we are here 
to serve our community.  You bring it in and we’ll fi x it,” meaning vehicles of 
all makes, models and ages.        

Ella Jefferson-Speed, founder and CEO of Soul Survivor Supportive Living Foundation, came to bring awareness to the organization.  
She is a 10-year U.S. Army veteran.  She uses her experience to help “women with societal barriers like disability, homelessness, justice 
involved (jailed) and sobriety services.”  The Soul Survivor handout says it’s a “501©3 that is dedicated to providing a safe, secure, and loving 
drug-free temporary home-solution for Veteran Women…”  She estimated serving 25 women in 4 years.        

Josh Cain was the lead event planner and is a PAVA board member.  He said, “PAVA has done a lot of traditional things, for instance, 
(having) veterans affairs representatives, but beyond that, we are dynamically active in unique ways.”  Holding VetsFest is one unique way.  It 
allows them “to support veteran owned businesses and to celebrate veterans.”  He said the event was a success because the overwhelming 
number of vendors were happy with the number of customers who engaged with them.  Referring to event sponsors Ascent Midstream 
Partners, F&M Bank, Edward Jones and Express Employment International, Cain said, “I can’t say enough good things about how these 
guys care.”        story/photos by Richard Stephens, Jr., Lt. Col, USAF Retired

Family Day and VetsFest 
Brings Thousands

Hundreds of people 
walked through a C-5 
during Family Day at the 
507 ARW in 2025.

Red Avery (left) and Keith 
Newman (right), run Versa 
K-9 For Vets. ‘We train 
veterans to train their own 
service dogs.

Mike (right) and his grandson, Myatt (left), checkout 
the boom operator’s position in a KC-135 during 
the 507 ARW’s Family Day,
May 3, 2025.
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IN THE NAVY - IN THE NEWS

U.S. Navy Culinary Specialist 2nd Class 
Keshawn Moore, from Oklahoma City, 
prepares his lunch aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Theodore 
Roosevelt (CVN 71), Oct. 22, 2024. 
Theodore Roosevelt, the fl agship of 
Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group, 
is currently pierside at Naval Air Station 
North Island in its homeport of San 
Diego. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist Seaman Aaron 
Haro Gonzalez)

Chief Damage Controlman Dennis Cherry 
II, of Oklahoma City, Okla., left, and 
Damage Controlman 3rd Class Kevin 
Rodriguez, of Orange, Calif., discuss 
casualty conditions during a general 
quarters drill aboard Arleigh Burke-class 
guided-missile destroyer USS Sterett 
(DDG 104), Nov. 26, 2024. The Carl 
Vinson Carrier Strike Group is underway 
conducting routine operations in the U.S. 
3rd Fleet area of operations. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
3rd Class Brianna Walker)

Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Trevor 
Adkins, left, from Oklahoma City, prepares 
to fold the ensign aboard the Nimitz-class 
aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72), as Abraham Lincoln departs 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Abraham Lincoln, 
fl agship of Carrier Strike Group Three, is 
underway conducting routine operations in 
the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. U.S. 
7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-
deployed numbered fl eet, and routinely 
interacts and operates with allies and 
partners in preserving a free and open 
Indo-Pacifi c region. (U.S. Navy photo by 
Mass Communication Specialist Seaman 
Apprentice Daniel Kimmelman)

Culinary Specialist Seaman Derrick Bryley, 
from Oklahoma City, assigned to supply 
department, aboard the world’s largest 
aircraft carrier, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 
78), cooks chicken on a grill in the aft 
galley, Oct. 23, 2024. USS Gerald R. Ford, 
the fl agship of the Gerald R. Ford 
Carrier Strike Group, is currently underway 
in the U.S. 2nd Fleet area operations, 
conducting Surface Warfare Advanced 
Tactical Training (SWATT). SWATT is 
the surface force’s premiere advanced 
tactical training exercise that increases 
war-fi ghting capability and tactical 
profi ciency across all domains. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
Seaman Gladjimi Balisage)
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Ronald Reagan
The 40th President of the 
United States

Presidents Remembered

On February 6, 1911, Ronald Wilson Reagan was born to Nelle and John Reagan in Tampico, Illinois. He attended high 
school in nearby Dixon and then worked his way through Eureka College. There, he studied economics and sociology, 
played on the football team, and acted in school plays. Upon graduation, he became a radio sports announcer. A screen 
test in 1937 won him a contract in Hollywood. During the next two decades he appeared in 53 fi lms.

From his fi rst marriage to actress Jane Wyman, he had two children, Maureen and Michael. Maureen passed away in 
2001. In 1952 he married Nancy Davis, who was also an actress, and they had two children, Patricia Ann and Ronald 
Prescott.

As president of the Screen Actors Guild, Reagan became embroiled in disputes over the issue of Communism in the 
fi lm industry; his political views shifted from liberal to conservative. He toured the country as a television host, becoming 
a spokesman for conservatism. In 1966 he was elected Governor of California by a margin of a million votes; he was 
re-elected in 1970.

Ronald Reagan won the Republican Presidential nomination in 1980 and chose as his running mate former Texas 
Congressman and United Nations Ambassador George Bush. Voters troubled by infl ation and by the year-long 
confi nement of Americans in Iran swept the Republican ticket into offi ce. Reagan won 489 electoral votes to 49 for 
President Jimmy Carter.

On January 20, 1981, Reagan took offi ce. Only 69 days later he was shot by a would-be assassin, but quickly recovered 
and returned to duty. His grace and wit during the dangerous incident caused his popularity to soar.

Dealing skillfully with Congress, Reagan obtained legislation to stimulate economic growth, curb infl ation, increase 
employment, and strengthen national defense. He embarked upon a course of cutting taxes and Government 
expenditures, refusing to deviate from it when the strengthening of defense forces led to a large defi cit.

A renewal of national self-confi dence by 1984 helped Reagan and Bush win a second term with an unprecedented number 
of electoral votes. Their victory turned away Democratic challengers Walter F. Mondale and Geraldine Ferraro.

Courtesy of the White House 
Historical Association.

Ronald Reagan, originally an American actor and 
politician, became the 40th President of the United States 
serving from 1981 to 1989. His term saw a restoration 
of prosperity at home, with the goal of achieving “peace 
through strength” abroad.

At the end of his two terms in offi ce, Ronald 
Reagan viewed with satisfaction the achievements of his 
innovative program known as the Reagan Revolution, 
which aimed to reinvigorate the American people and 
reduce their reliance upon Government. He felt he had 
fulfi lled his campaign pledge of 1980 to restore “the 
great, confi dent roar of American progress and growth 
and optimism.”



“My life really began when I married my husband,” says Nancy Reagan, who in the 1950’s happily gave up an acting career 
for a permanent role as the wife of Ronald Reagan and mother to their children. Her story actually begins in New York City, 
her birthplace. She was born on July 6, 1921.

When the future First Lady was six, her mother, Edith–a stage actress–married Dr. 
Loyal Davis, a neurosurgeon. Dr. Davis adopted Nancy, and she grew up in Chicago. It 
was a happy time: summer camp, tennis, swimming, dancing. She received her formal 
education at Girls’ Latin School and at Smith College in Massachusetts, where she 
majored in theater.

Soon after graduation she became a professional actress. She toured with a road company, then landed a role on Broadway 
in the hit musical Lute Song. More parts followed. One performance drew an offer from Hollywood. Billed as Nancy Davis, she 
performed in 11 fi lms from 1949 to 1956. Her fi rst screen role was in Shadow on the Wall. Other releases included The Next 
Voice Your Hear and East Side, West Side. In her last movie, Hellcats of the Navy, she played opposite her husband.

She had met Ronald Reagan in 1951, when he was president of the Screen Actors Guild. The following year they were married 
in a simple ceremony in Los Angeles in the Little Brown Church in the Valley. Mrs. Reagan soon retired from making movies 
so she “could be the wife I wanted to be…A woman’s real happiness and real fulfi llment come from within the home with her 
husband and children,” she says. President and Mrs. Reagan have a daughter, Patricia Ann, and a son, Ronald Prescott.

While her husband was Governor of California from 1967 to 1975, she worked with numerous charitable groups. She spent 
many hours visiting veterans, the elderly, and the emotionally and physically handicapped. These people continued to interest 
her as First Lady. She gave her support to the Foster Grandparent Program, the subject of her 1982 book, To Love A Child. 
Increasingly, she concentrated on the fi ght against drug and alcohol abuse among young people. She visited prevention 
and rehabilitation centers, and in 1985 she held a conference at the White House for First Ladies of 17 countries to focus 
international attention on this problem.

Mrs. Reagan shared her lifelong interest in the arts with the nation by using the Executive Mansion as a showcase for talented 
young performers in the PBS television series “In Performance at the White House.” In her fi rst year in the mansion she 
directed a major renovation of the second- and third-fl oor quarters.

While living in retirement in California, Nancy continued to work on her campaign to teach children to “just say 
no” to drugs. In her book My Turn, published in 1989, she gave her own account of her life in the White House. 
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In 1986 Reagan obtained an overhaul of the income tax code, which eliminated many deductions and exempted millions of 
people with low incomes. At the end of his administration, the Nation was enjoying its longest recorded period of peacetime 
prosperity without recession or depression.

In foreign policy, Reagan sought to achieve “peace through strength.” During his two terms he increased defense spending 
35 percent, but sought to improve relations with the Soviet Union. In dramatic meetings with Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, he negotiated a treaty that would eliminate intermediate-range nuclear missiles. Reagan declared war against 
international terrorism, sending American bombers against Libya after evidence came out that Libya was involved in an 
attack on American soldiers in a West Berlin nightclub.

By ordering naval escorts in the Persian Gulf, he maintained the free fl ow of oil during the Iran-Iraq war. In keeping with the 
Reagan Doctrine, he gave support to anti-Communist insurgencies in Central America, Asia, and Africa.

Overall, the Reagan years saw a restoration of prosperity, and the goal of peace through strength seemed to be within 
grasp.

Nancy Davis Reagan

More About Nancy Reagan - The First Lady ... Next Page

Originally a Broadway actress, Nancy Davis Reagan served as First Lady 
from 1981 to 1989. She served alongside her husband, President Ronald 
Reagan, and is remembered for her passionate advocacy for decreasing drug 
and alcohol abuse.
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Through the joys and sorrows 
of those days, including the 
assassination attempt on her 
husband, Nancy Reagan held 
fast to her belief in love, 
honesty, and selfl essness. 
“The ideals have endured 
because they are right and 
are no less right today than 
yesterday.”

Nancy Reagan died at home 
in Los Angeles on March 6, 
2016. She is buried alongside 
her husband at the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library 
in Simi Valley, California.

The biographies of the First 
Ladies on WhiteHouse.gov 
are from “The First Ladies of 
the United States of America,” 
by Allida Black. Copyright 
2009 by the White House 
Historical Association.

Nancy 
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JUNE 04 - Food Truck Wednesdays
When: June 4, 2025 6:00 PM LOCATION: Guthrie 
Green, Tulsa Location: 111 Reconciliation Way
Tulsa, OK 74103 Note: Every Wednesday, grab some 
tasty eats and gather on the grounds of Guthrie Green. 
During Food Truck Wednesdays, lunchtime transforms 
into a community-wide affair, with roaming food trucks 
posting up at this Tulsa park. While you dine on delicious 
food, be sure to enjoy the live music and fresh air.

JUNE 06-07 - Hooked on Nature: Nature Quest Hike
When: June 6 - June 7, 2025 LOCATION: Lake 
Thunderbird State Park Norman, OK 73026 Note: 
Explore Lake Thunderbird State Park this June during 
the Hooked on Nature Quest Hike. Find fi nd items on the 
scavenger hunt list.

JUNE 06-07 - Jim Shoulders Round-Up Rodeo
When: June 6 - June 7, 2025 LOCATION: Historic 
Nichols Park Henryetta, OK 74437Note: This rodeo will 
include traditional rodeo events such as ranch bronc 
riding, bull riding, barrel racing, mutton bustin’ and 
events.

JUNE 06-08 - El Reno Small Town Weekend
LOCATION: 2001 Park Dr El Reno, OK 73036. Note: 
Bring the family to a weekend of festivities during El 
Reno’s Small Town Weekend celebration. Held rain 
or shine, this event will cruise into town this June 
to celebrate everything nostalgic on the local strip of 
Route 66. Numerous events will be held throughout the 
weekend, from the burnout on Route 66 to a city-wide 
cruise and an open car show. 

JUNE 11-14 - Woodward Elks Rodeo
LOCATION: Woodward County Fairgrounds
Woodward, OK 73801. Note: One of the oldest PRCA 
rodeos in Oklahoma, the Woodward Elks Rodeo is often 
dubbed the toughest rodeo in Oklahoma.

JUNE 12-15 - Ben Johnson Days
LOCATION: Osage County Fairgrounds Pawhuska, OK 
74056. Note: Ben Johnson Days is held in historic 
downtown Pawhuska, home of world champion team 
roper and Oscar winner, Ben “Son” Johnson. This 
Western event for all ages includes the Working Ranch 
Cowboys Association (WRCA) sanctioned ranch rodeo, 
junior ranch rodeo and an old-fashioned Cowboy Dance. 

JUNE 12-15 - Tulsa Coin Show
LOCATION: Ruffi n Event Center Tulsa, OK 74136 Note: 
Coin collectors and enthusiasts, make your way to the 
Ruffi n Event Center this June for the Tulsa Coin Show. 
During this three-day expo, guests can get an up-close 
look at some of the rarest and most valuable coins in 
the world.

JUNE 13-14 -  Elk City Route 66 Festival
LOCATION: Ackley Park Elk City, OK 73644 Note: Elk 
City’s Route 66 Festival features fun and excitement for 
the whole family this summer. Head to historic downtown 
Elk City for a weekend full of Mother Road activities. 
The event kicks off with live music Friday night then 
continues on into the weekend with shopping, block 
parties, car cruises, kid’s activities and more.

JUNE 14 -  Oklahoma Gun Show
LOCATION: Tulsa Expo Square Tulsa, OK 74114 Note: 
The Oklahoma Gun Show at Tulsa Expo Square is sure 
to have the products you are looking for with a wide 
selection of fi rearms, ammo, knives and more. 

JUNE 14 - Pawnee Bill’s Wild West Show
LOCATION: Pawnee Bill Ranch Pawnee, OK 74058  
Note: Saddle up for an authentic, immersive recreation 
of Pawnee Bill’s original Wild West Show this summer. 
The historic Pawnee Bill Ranch will transport guests 
back to the Old West to witness trick roping, trick 
shooting, trick riding, cowboy songs and more. 

JUNE 20 - Fiesta Friday
LOCATION: Calle Dos Cinco Oklahoma City, OK 73109  
Note: Celebrate the rich culture of the Historic Capitol 
Hill area in Oklahoma City this summer. Each month, 
Calle Dos Cinco hosts Fiesta Friday, featuring fun 
family-friendly activities like Latin dance demonstrations 
and live entertainment. 

JUNE 20 - Farming Heritage Festival
LOCATION: 42400 Garretts Lake Rd Shawnee, OK 
74804  Note: The Farming Heritage Festival in Shawnee 
is a fun event the whole family can enjoy. This two-day 
festival will showcase antique tractors and farming 
equipment with an emphasis on Oklahoma’s farming 
heritage. 

JUNE 21 - Route 66 Road Fest
LOCATION: Tulsa Expo Square Tulsa, OK 74114  Note: 
Celebrate the Mother Road during the Route 66 Road 
Fest hosted at Tulsa’s Expo Square. Home to the 
only state capital located on Route 66 and a highway 
spanning over 400 miles within its borders, Oklahoma is 
the perfect place for this unique weekend event.

JUNE 26 - Tonkawa Tribal Powwow
LOCATION: 1 PowWow Rd Tonkawa, OK 74653 Note: 
Come out and experience the Tonkawa Tribal Powwow, 
an annual tribal celebration featuring Native American 
dancing, princess crownings, contests, crafts, artwork 
and food.

JUNE 26-JULY 4 - LibertyFest
LOCATION: Citywide Edmond, OK 73034 Note: Attend 
one of America’s top Independence Day celebrations 
when you head to Edmond for LibertyFest. The fi fty-
year-plus tradition includes patriotic events like a parade, 
a rodeo, a 5K run, live music, a car show and, of course, 
fi reworks. Families are bound to make memories at this 
celebration of American independence. 

JUNE 27 - Purcell’s Independence Day Celebration
LOCATION: 1400 Chandler Rd
Purcell, OK 73080 Note: Enjoy an early celebration 
of America’s birthday at Purcell’s Independence Day 
Celebration. Held the last Friday in June at Purcell Lake, 
the event will include food trucks, vendor booths, games, 
and lots of family-friendly fun.

JUNE 27-28 - Lawton-Fort Sill Freedom Festival
LOCATION: Elmer Thomas Park Lawton, OK 73507
Purcell, OK 73080 Note: Bring your lawn chair and 

JUNE 06-07 - Schooner Cruzin’ Grand & Car Show
LOCATION: Downtown Ponca City, OK 74601. Note: 
Schooner Cruzin’ Grand & Car Show packs two days 
full of cars, bikes, entertainment and fun in downtown 
Ponca City. On Friday during the Cruzin’ Grand, see 
the downtown area lined with classic cars, impressive 
hotrods and custom creations.
JUNE 06-07 - Mecum Auction Tulsa
LOCATION: Tulsa Expo Square 4145 E 21st St Tulsa, 
OK 74114 Note: You’ve seen Mecum Auto Auctions on 
TV, and now’s your chance to watch it live at the Tulsa 
Expo Square.
JUNE 06-07 - O’Reilly Auto Parts Outlaw Nationals
LOCATION: Miami Fairgrounds Miami, OK 74354. 
Note: Head out to Miami for the O’Reilly Auto Parts 
Outlaw Nationals Monster Truck show. This two-day, 
family-friendly event will showcase some of the nation’s 
top monster trucks in racing, wheelie contests and 
freestyle. 
JUNE 11-22 - NRHA Derby
LOCATION: Oklahoma State Fair Park Oklahoma 
City, OK 73107 Note: Experience a fi erce Western 
riding competition, featuring riders guiding elite horses 
through a precise pattern of lighting-fast spins, circles 
and toe-curling stops. 
JUNE 12-15 - Mid America Ford & Shelby Nationals

LOCATION: Claremore Expo Center 400 S Veterans 
Pkwy Claremore, OK 74017 Note: This Father’s Day 
weekend, head to the Claremore Expo Center for family 
fun at the Mid America Ford & Shelby Nationals. There 
will be street parties both Thursday and Friday night 
with food trucks, live music and kids’ activities. 
JUNE 13-14 -  Heartland Cruise Car Show
LOCATION: Head to Main Street in Weatherford this 
June for the Heartland Cruise Car Show. Watch classic 
cars cruise down Route 66 on Friday evening and then 
return on Saturday to see them displayed throughout 
Weatherford’s Rader Park. 
JUNE 13-14 - Van Buren Cruisers
LOCATION: 201 W Owen K Garriot Rd
Enid, OK 73701 Note: Check out the caravan of unique 
cars on display at Enid’s Van Buren Cruisers in June. 
This event will bring together motorists from across 
Oklahoma to display their best classic and modern 
vehicles during the Saturday night car show.  
JUNE 14 - Downtown at Sundown Car Show
LOCATION: 118 W Main St Shawnee, OK 74801  
Note: Get an up-close look at amazing motor vehicles 
at Shawnee’s Downtown at Sundown Car Show this 
June.
JUNE 21 - Ready to Serve Car & Truck Show
LOCATION: Edmond North High School
Edmond, OK 73003 Note: Take a look at some of the 
coolest vehicles that cruise the streets of Edmond at 
the Ready to Serve Car & Truck Show.

CAR/CYCLE SHOWS

JUNE/JULY EVENTS picnic basket to the annual Lawton-Fort Sill Freedom 
Festival at Elmer Thomas Park for a day full of 
Independence Day fun. 

JUNE 27-28 - Heartland Militaria Show
LOCATION: The Pavillion Oklahoma City, OK 73107
Purcell, OK 73080 Note: Military collectors won’t want to 
miss the Heartland Militaria Show at the Oklahoma State 
Fair Park this summer. 

JUNE 28 - Stars & Stripes Regatta
LOCATION: TBoathouse District Oklahoma City, OK 
73129 Note: Start your 4th of July celebrations off 
early by enjoying a mix of outdoor activities and racing 
during the Stars & Stripes Regatta in Oklahoma City’s 
Boathouse District.

JULY 2 - Vinita Fireworks Show
LOCATION: Craig County Fairgrounds Vinita, OK 74301 
Note: Celebrate Independence Day in Vinita and see 
fi reworks light up the summer night sky at the annual 
Vinita Fireworks Show. 

JULY 2 - Vinita Fireworks Show
LOCATION: Craig County Fairgrounds Vinita, OK 74301 
Note: Celebrate Independence Day in Vinita and see 
fi reworks light up the summer night sky at the annual 
Vinita Fireworks Show. 

JULY 2 - Kickapoo Casino’s Fireworks Show
LOCATION: 38900 W MacArthur Shawnee, OK 74804 
Note: Celebrate Independence Day at the Kickapoo 
Casino in Shawnee on July 2. Pack up some lawn 
chairs, blankets and the whole family and fi nd a spot at 
the casino, located just off Hwy 177.

JULY 3 - Red, White & Boom
LOCATION: Scissortail Park Oklahoma City, OK 73109 
Note: Celebrate Independence Day with beautiful and 
inspiring music during Red, White & Boom at Scissortail 
Park in downtown Oklahoma City. Grab some lawn 
chairs or blankets and bring the whole family.

EDITORS NOTE: Be sure to email 
your July 4th celebration information 
to be included in our July issue of 
Oklahoma’s Veteran News!  Listing are 
free, and based on space available.
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Chaplain’s Corner
Greetings Fellow Veterans 

And Warfi ghters! 
What an honor and a privilege to be part of the inaugural 
Chaplain’s Corner segment. My name is SFC (Ret.) George 
Shafer, and I am the Chaplain for The American Legion LeBron 
Post 58 in Guthrie, OK.  
I recently graduated seminary with a capstone thesis about 
online ministry and American Veterans. During the research 
phase of development, I felt as though the Lord directed me to 
Matthew chapter 8 verses 5-18 which states:  “When he had 
entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing 
to him, ‘Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering 
terribly.’  And he said to him, ‘I will come and heal him.’  But the 
centurion replied, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under 
my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  
For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And 
I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.’  When Jesus 
heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, 
‘Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. I 
tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while 
the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  And to 
the centurion Jesus said, ‘Go; let it be done for you as you have 
believed.’ And the servant was healed at that very moment.”

Matthew 8:5-13 (ESV)
This passage is fascinating for several reasons. First, the 
geographical context of Capernaum at this time being “an 
important fi shing village and commercial center…As a major city 
on the trade route, it had a Roman battalion, and one of the 
centurions approached Jesus.” Osborne and Arnold also believe 
that the centurion would have been either Syrian or Roman, and 
notes that the relationship between Romans/Syrian and the Jews 
was highly contentious. 
Furthermore, this passage is the only one in Matthew’s gospel 
that “Jesus marvels at anything.” Jesus marveled at the faith 
of the centurion! But this passage gets even better; especially 
when we view this interaction within the scope of evangelism and 
missions. Osborne notes that “the miracle happened as much for 
the centurion as for his slave, and that in this, salvation has come 
not just to Israel but for the nations, so that the universal mission 
is found here in embryo.”
Did you catch that? Whereas we understand that the fi rst Gentile 
conversion occurs in Acts under the command of God to Peter 
after his vision, here we fi nd the Son of God himself carefully 
cultivating and preparing the way for Gentile inclusion… through 
a soldier.  
If you are reading this and are struggling with your faith; perhaps 
the transition from soldier to civilian has been too much. Maybe 
you’re like me and your time in the military left you with scars, 
both visible and invisible. But I want you to know that He 
sees you. He hears you. He knows you and He completely 
understands you. The Gentile ministry that Jesus began with the 
Centurion over two thousand years ago in an embryonic state 
was not still-born but rather is alive and well in the pursuit of 
YOU.

I pray this message has encouraged you in your faith. If you 
have not yet considered the path of a faith-driven life, I would 
encourage you to stop by your local veteran service organization 
(The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, etc.) and 
speak to the local chaplain. May the Lord bless you and keep 
you, and may His face shine upon you in all you do today! 
by Rev. George F. Shafer, SFC (Ret.), M.Div., B.S., Chaplain (TAL 
Post 58) 



Synergy Home Care
 Call Today. We Listen

OKC Offi ce 405-254-3046 Tulsa 

Offi ce 918-727-2117 

https://synergyhomecare.com

Help 4 Veterans
Community Christian Church
2010 North Eastern, Moore 

Oklahoma
Call Fred Zacher at 405-779-3639

https://help4veteransok.org

Senior Helpers
10605 N May Ave, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73120 (405) 608-4339
“Serving the greater OKC Metro”

https://www.seniorhelpers.com Click OKC

Oklahoma City VA 
Medical Center

921 Northeast 13th Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73104-5007

Main phone: 405-456-1000

Mental health care: 405-456-5546

Ernest Childers VA 
Outpatient Clinic / Tulsa 

Main phone: 888-397-8387

Mental health care: 888-397-8387, ext. 4

North Oklahoma City
VA Clinic 

14400 Bogert Parkway, Suite 100

Oklahoma City, OK 73134-2653

Main phone: 405-302-1500

Mental health care: 405-302-1500

Belmont Cove
14604 Parkway Center Ave OKC, 

OK 73143. Contact Claudia at 

405-898-3965 or Gary at 

405-417-7294
https://www.belmontcove.com

Saint Ann Assisted & 
Independent Living 

7501 W Britton Rd, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73132. Call 405-721-0747
https://www.saintannretirementcenter.com

Villagio of
Bradford Village

300 Enz Dr, Edmond, OK 73034 

(405) 531-3444
https://villagioliving.com/bradford-village

 

SIBLEY Insurance Group
5350 S Western Ave Ste 540,

Oklahoma City, OK 73109 

Call/text Christina Sibley EMT/RM 

at  405-655-6098 or Steve Sibley 

US Army VET/DAV at 405-850-1569 

https://www.sibleyinsures.com

Brightstar Care
Home Care

Call 405-896-9600 for your free 

in-home assessment.  

https://www.brightstarcare.com

South OKC VA Clinic
17919 Mid-America Blvd, Ste 250

Oklahoma City, OK 73135-6610

Main phone: 405-855-6000

Mental health care: 405-855-6000

Tinker VA Clinic 
7050 Air Depot, 72nd Medical Group, 

Ste 2K10 Tinker AFB, OK 

Main phone: 405-456-8800

For Oklahoma Veterans Services, 
Visit  https://oklahoma.gov or scan 

the QR Code below:

Visit https://okveterannews.com for a 
list of health and education and support 

links or scan the QR Code below:

Student Veteran Support
Resources for Student Veterans, 

Active-Duty Military and

Their Family Members. 

https://okhighered.org/student-vets/

Keller Williams
Real Estate Planning

Call Matt Neill at 405-757-9980 (cell) 
or email MattNeill@kw.com

https://VibrantOk.com

Brazito Coins & 
Collectables

We buy and appraise Coins, Comics 

and Lionel Trains. Call Bill Norfl eet 

at 405-495-4000 (cell) or email 

billnorfl eet@hotmail.com

OKVN VETERAN RESOURCES
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VETERAN LIVING

Cornerstone
Home Health, Inc.

“Veterans Servicing Our Veterans”

OKC Offi ce 405-354-5454
Toll-Free 833-8545454

https://www.cornerstonehomehealthservices.com

D-DENT 
Dentists for the Disabled & Elderly In 

Need. Call 405-424-8092 or

email receptionist@d-dentok.org

https://www.d-dentok.org

Nerve Renewal 
Neuropathy Clinic

Go to https://nerverenewalnow.com

for more info, or visit a location 
near you. • NW OKC Clinic - 3705 

NW 63rd St, Suite 101 • SW OKC 
Clinic - 9821 S May Ave, Suite B • 

Edmond Clinic - 3520 S Blvd, Suite 

100 • Broken Arrow Clinic -1150 

E Lansing St  • Bartlesville Clinic 

- 4140 SE Adams Rd, Suite 110 • 
South Tulsa / Jenks Clinic - 9101 S 

Toledo Ave, Ste A • Norman Clinic 
- 4019 N Flood Ave. • Midwest City 

Clinic - 8121 National Ave, Suite 105 

• Shawnee Clinic - 3700 N Kickapoo 

Ave, Suite 116 • Stillwater Clinic - 

1411 W 12th Ave, Suite D • Yukon 
Clinic - 12801 NW 10th St, Suite 500

Oklahoma
Veterans United

115 West 3rd Street, Suite 600 Tulsa, 

OK 74103  Call 918-588-8403
https://okvetunited.org

HEALTH

INSURANCE

HEALTH

ESTATE PLANNING

HEALTH

VETERAN SERVICES

EDUCATION

The QR Codes are simple and 
fast! Just aim your camera at the 

QR Code and follow the link! 

Scan the

QR Code 

with your 

camera!

Scan the

QR Code 

with your 

camera!

HEALTH

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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