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On the Cover:

Neal Fisher Volunteers at VFWs and DAVs

Neal Fisher, age 63, is content to let today’s servicemen and women defend our nation. After all, he has

already done his part. He gave the U.S. Army and Air Force 22 years of his life, deploying to Iraq twice

during Operation Iraqi Freedom and to Saudi Arabia once for Operation Enduring Freedom.

Today, Fisher and his wife of 30 years, Debra,
live in Quinton, Oklahoma, and they and their
son, Gunnar, often volunteer at local VFWs
and DAVs. Fisher used his mechanical and
welding skills to rebuild a 1942 Ford General
Purpose Willys jeep, which he proudly drives in
veteran parades.

Duty Calls

Was he nervous about deploying to Iraq? No.
‘I wanted to serve my country...l was trying to
do a job, this big job to work on vehicles and
recover vehicles and do metal fabrication...I
didn’t worry about being shot at”

First Deployment to Iraq

Fisher deployed to Camp Taji, 20 miles

north of Baghdad, from January 17, 2005, to
December 31, 2005. He served with the 637th
Maintenance Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division
from Fort Stewart, Georgia. Coalition forces
invaded Iraq on March 19, 2003, and when
major military combat actions ended on May
1st, 2003, they occupied Iraq.

in Quinton, Oklahoma.

Keeping the Army Rolling

“We (16-person mechanic team) worked as welders, fabricators. We'd
go to vehicles that were blown up and cutting the up-armored off of, like
tanks and MRAP (Mine-Resistant Ambushed Protected) vehicles, and
tracks, and putting them up on HMMWYV (High Mobility Multipurpose
Wheeled Vehicles) because they were soft skin vehicles.”

As he described long days in the motor pool, Fisher’s voice quickened
and his hands gestured. His passion for repairing machinery was
obvious.

The team also worked on the Family of Light and Medium Tactical
Vehicles (FMTVs), which are 2.5-ton and 5-ton cargo trucks, Bradley
Fighting Vehicles and Abrams tanks. If the Army drove it, Fisher’'s team
could repair it.

Field work “was hot, humid, sticky weather. In the summertime, we got
up to 140 (degrees).” Mortars occasionally exploded.

“They’d also wake me up in the middle of the night because | was a
journeyman heavy duty welder, and they’d have me repairing equipment
that was just brought in at 12 o’clock at night. It had to be up to

100% standard grade to support the soldiers in the field that needed

it immediately”

Any additional duty? “Sometimes they’d have me on guard tower work
(sentry) around the FOB (Forward Operating Base) and they’d have me
drive that FMTV truck, and | dropped all the soldiers off and there was
like 10 towers.”
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From left, Neal Fisher, Debra, his wife, and Gunnar, his son, pose outside their home

When his unit returned to Fort Stewart, he received orders to Fort
Carson, Colorado.

Back to Iraq

Although Fisher spent nine months at Fort Carson with the 2nd
Infantry Division before deploying again, “We were out in the field
every month for three weeks. And | never got to spend any time
with my family when | was there at Fort Carson because we were
training to go back to Iraq.”

On October 6, 2006, Fisher deployed again - this time to Camp
Rusty Meyer (Camp Rustamiyah), near Sadr City, Baghdad,
through December 22, 2007 - 14 months. This deployment was
worse, much worse. “We called it Mortar Alley because every week
we’'d get shelved with motors like two or three times a day”

One day, insurgents unloaded a hail of gunfire at the motor pool.
Fisher excitedly recalled, “We were under a mortar attack. | didn’t
know it. And sniper attack. | was being shot at. | was working
underneath a HMMWYV as a welder, fabricator on a frame. They're
up on a tall building.”

Unaware of the attack because of loud generators nearby, he
continued repairing the vehicle outside. Fellow soldiers ran and took
cover. Two hours later as they looked for him, Fisher emerged from
underneath, unharmed. The HMMWYV over him saved his life.

Other close calls followed. “We were doing PT, like | and five other
soldiers, it was like 5:00, 6:30 in the morning roughly, you know?
And we get a mortar attack. Missed us about 20 feet.” The soldiers
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Above: Neal Fisher, left, and his son, Gunnar, are patrolling a field
in their 1942 Ford General Purpose Willys jeep. They are dressed in
WWII paratrooper uniforms. The jeep has an artillery shell casing in
the front to catch radiator overflow, rifle scabbard for M-1 rifle, gas
Jerry can and even a golf club bag.

dove into a concrete shelter, escaping injury.
Burn Pits

Deployed coalition soldiers saw, smelled and walked through the smoke
from burn pits as they consumed plastic, paper, wood - anything that
would burn. “The burn pits were constantly going; a constant black
cloud. And that was at Camp Taji and Rusty Meyer. We basically ran PT,
we welded and was breathing in the smoke from the burn pits all the
time, 24 hours a day. It came into the AC, everything.”

A fun moment stands out. “l and a friend of mine went into the chow hall
for Christmas dinner and Kid Rock (Robert Ritchie) was there and we
just had a mortar attack that morning. And Kid Rock said he wanted to
see the troops, regardless.”

The Lasting Impact of War

Returning home after a long deployment can be difficult for many
veterans. “That last tour, that was pretty rough. | had a lot of anxiety
when | came back. Debra added, “On edge. Fourth of July still bothers
him, the smell and the sound.” Gunnar said, “After that one, no one
was the same, meaning our home life was different.” All three adjusted
because Debra was working and Gunnar had “became the man of the
house as a young teenager.”

Debra is worried about his health. “I remember about a month ago, he
had a blood clot in the lung. And he also is fighting bladder cancer.
Every four months he gets checked.” Those could be a result of the burn
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pits. Since Fisher has a 100% rating from the DAV, they haven't
filed a claim for that.

Fisher enlisted in August 1986 and served 10 active duty years
in the Army, seven years in the Army National Guard, and five
years in the Air Force Reserve (activated for a year after 9-11).
He retired with the rank of E-4 Specialist in 2010. His decorations
include two Army Commendation Medals, Army Achievement
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and Iraqg Campaign
Medal with Campaign Star.

Serving Veterans

At the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 20 in Krebs,
Oklahoma, he’s the Sergeant at Arms (also for the state),
fundraises and participated in McAlester's Armed Forces Day
parade three times with the jeep. Debra is a member of the
DAV’s Auxiliary as a local and state officer. Luke Armstrong,

DAV Commander, said, “Neal is the perfect example of a combat
veteran who is willing to volunteer his time to assist any other
veterans and their families.”

Fisher also belongs to McAlester’'s VFW Post 1098, where he
participates in the Honor Guard and volunteers during bingo
nights. Father and son participated in 2025’s Veterans Day parade
in Hartshorne, Oklahoma, driving the WWII jeep and displayed
military uniforms and gear in the town’s old Armory.

If you drop by the DAV or VFW, have a talk with Fisher because
he enjoys discussing our military from the far past (WWIl), past
(Iraq), and present. Maybe he’ll tell you about being a paratrooper
(Airborne!) with the 19th Special Forces Group in the Air National
Guard. You'll have an interesting talk reminiscing with this combat
veteran who answered the call to duty. @

story and photos by Lt Col Richard Stephens, Jr., USAFR, Ret.
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GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL?

Our goal is to help you navigate your Veteran
Education Benefits, enroll in college or vo-tech,
and strengthen your academic skills — all at no
cost to you.

* % % % X

CALL, EMAIL OR SCAN THE QR CODE TO GET CONNECTED

405.422.1405
vub@redlandscc.edu
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/ Eagle Group

Helping Veterans
Find Success

Tyler Grant, MSGT (Ret.) was transitioning out of the United
States Air Force, and he had a dream of working in Oklahoma State
University’s athletic department.

‘When | was transitioning out of the Air Force back in 2023, |
wanted to work at OSU,” he said. “That was my dream job. At the
time, | was working on my master’s in sports administration at Liberty
University, and when | got out, | knew | wanted a job in sports. | wanted
to be somewhere near the athletic program in Stillwater. | didn’t care
if | was the waterboy for the football team, | just wanted to be close to
the sports.”

Grant, a New Hampshire native, started researching how he could
SkillBridge with OSU.

“| started researching on the internet how | could SkillBridge with
OSU. They were not a SkillBridge provider, so | needed to find a third-
party provider, and that's when | learned about 7 Eagle Group,” he
said.

Grant contacted Jordie Kern, founder of 7 Eagle Group, and was
soon convinced that 7 Eagle Group would be his new work home.

“| talked to him for about 15 minutes and he talked me into staying
at 7 Eagle instead of going to work for OSU,” Grant said, who now
serves as CEO of 7 Eagle Group.

7 Eagle Group is a Veteran Success Organization that empowers
veterans and their families by connecting them with rewarding careers,
vital resources, a supportive community, and meaningful connections
to foster purpose and ensure lasting success.

Grant said 7 Eagle services include expert-led training, personalized
coaching, and exclusive job opportunities.

“Our mission is to connect military Veterans and transitioning
service members with lucrative and rewarding careers because we
believe those who have sacrificed so much for our freedom deserve
opportunities that match their dedication and valor,” Kern said on the 7
Eagle Group website.

Grant said 7 Eagle empowers transitioning service members,
Veterans and their families to find purpose.

“The way we do that is through connecting them to rewarding
careers as well as resources and building a supportive community
around them for their whole post-military career,” he said. “And we do
that through our career accelerator, 7 Eagle Academy and 7 Eagle
Connect, our interactive talent marketplace.”

7 Eagle Academy is a DoW SkillBridge program.

“It's a program for transitioning service members during the last six
months of their contract with the DoW,” he said. “They still get paid by
the DoW, they still receive benefits like health insurance, life insurance,
and Thrift Savings Plan contributions. But they’re able to go work with
a company for the last six months to gain valuable experience during
their transition, offering the company an incredibly low risk opportunity
to test drive the veteran before committing to a full-time job offer”

He added “7 Eagle Connect is our website. It's a two-sided
marketplace that helps veterans and companies looking to hire them
find each other more easily. So, these two things work together to help
the Vets out”

Grant spent 15 years in the Air Force before transitioning out in
2023.
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Tyler Grant, is 15-year Air Force Veteran who serves as the
CEOQ of 7Eagle Group.

“I got out at 15 and moved to Guthrie, which is actually not where I'm
from,” he said. “My wife is from Edmond and has family here in Guthrie. So,
that’s how we ended up here. | love living here-| love this area.”

Grant is joined at 7 Eagle Group by Mat Olson, a retired Navy Chief Petty
Officer.

“He’s like our chaplain, our HR director. He is a great dude,” Grant said.

Grant discussed how participants in 7 Eagle Academy spend their first
week attending Foundations Week.

“The first five hours of that week we spend helping them identify what
their ideal career path is if they don’t know already,” he said. “Some of
them come in thinking they know what they want to do, but change their
minds based on what they’ve learned in that first week. We help them target
their resume towards those types of roles. We help them build a LinkedIn
brand for themselves so they can promote themselves to recruiters and HR
teams.”

Once they wrap up Foundations Week, Grant said they roll into
Connections.

“They spend five hours a day on Zoom,” he said. “We are introducing
them to 20+ companies every week. Mentors, Veterans, non-Veterans
coming in to talk about, if they served, they're talking about their military
time, their transition, offering tips and tricks, giving them connections and
resources, and job opportunities.”

He continued, “And so, our hope for Connections is for participants to
take the skills that they learn in Foundations and start applying them here to
find a job. Once they find a company that wants to bring them on, we vet the
company and approve them to spend the remainder of their SkillBridge term
with that company receiving OJT-valuable on-the-job experience.

“And the hope is that the company hires them on at the end for a full-time
job and they don’t skip a beat. They transition seamlessly from their military
pay right into their next role.”

Grant said 7 Eagle Group continues to grow in applicants.

“For the last six months we’ve had 20% more
applicants to our program and 20% more profiles on .
our site every month,” he said. “We get about 7,000 E E
applicants a year.” e

For more information about 7 Eagle Group, visit
www.7eagle.com. @ by Van Mitchell, staff writer

www.okveterannews.com
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* Pickleball Court coming soon!

* Clubhouse coming soon!

» Hardwood floors in Living room and Kitchen.

» Kitchen: granite countertops, stainless steel
oven, microwave hood, dishwasher, & double
sink.

» Utility area eqipped for washer & dryer with
storage space.

» Bedrooms are carpeted with spacious
closets & large windows.

» Bath is oversized with granite countertop &
ceramic floor tile.

» One car garage with garage door opener.

« Small backyard with privacy fence which leads
to walking path.

» Pet-friendly home, no extra charge.

* Inside & outside maintenance included in
monthly lease.

» Convenient access to dining, shopping, and
medical centers. Near Mercy Hospital.

| of u: xurmus Livihg Space. L
ity, zEed Bath, 1 Car Garage.

Starting at $2000 Per Month
$1000 Deposit

Call Today For Your No Pressure Tour
405-805-COVE (2683)
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Top Scores for VA Cemetery Services
It comes as a big surprise, 44 states. Burial and memorial benefits

given the seriousness of include a gravesite, perpetual care of the
burying a loved one, but site, a Presidential Memorial Certificate, a
the VA’s National Cemetery ~ marker or medallion, a burial flag given at

Administration (NCA) just the funeral and military funeral honors that the Veterans Legacy Memorial website

earned an extremely high include the playing of “Taps.” (www.vim.cem.va.gov)]. Each veteran buried at
score on satisfaction with If you're a veteran, have you made your a VA national cemetery has a webpage listing

its services. As measured final plans yet? Are they in writing? When  name, dates of birth and death, war period

by the American Customer the time comes, it will be easier on your served, decorations, rank and more. Family
Satisfaction Index (ACSI) of  family if arrangements have already been ~ members can later add photos and documents if
over 100 government concluded. You can do this by having a they wish. Your advanced planning might include
services and agencies for pre-need determination done (VA Form a handful of photos and information you'd like

2025, the NCA ranked 98 40-100007) to determine your eligibility to see added later. Include the phone number
out of 100, the highest score and approval for burial. 866-245-1490 in your information in case your
ever. The NCA twice earned  Start with va.gov/burials-memorials and family needs help with uploading files when the
a score of 97, while the click “Eligibility.” Have your DD-214 in time comes.

average of other government hand. If you need help, call them at Be sure your family knows
agencies was 70.4. 800-535-1117. where you’re keeping your pre-
Last year the NCA buried To learn more about your burial and need approval and Veterans
over 130,000 veterans and memorial benefits, see '
their family members atthe ~ www.cem.va.gov/burial-memorial-benefits.
157 national cemeteries in As part of advance planning, consider

Scan this QR CODE for more information.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc

We are not affiliated with or
endorsed by any government
agency. We are LOCAL independent
agents working for YOU.

Make your appointment today!

Schedule your free
appointment with
us today!

Call or come by:

2232 W. Hefner Rd. Ste A
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73120 . .
) Wl e www.nhavigatingmedicare.com
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YOUR MOBILITY, OUR MISSION
LOCALLY & VETERAN OWNED

Local support 101 Mobility provides trusted
solutions for stairlifts, ramps, and

home accessibility. Regain independence
and safety in your home.

Professional installation

Affordable options

Local Support

Locations in Tulsa and Oklahoma City

Call for a free consultation:

www.10Tmobility.com/
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Each of these BRIDGES HEALTH MANAGED COMMUNITIES is o [ p— |

VA-designated Community Nursing Home, a distinction that reflects
our deep respect for those who have worn our nation's uniform and
affirms our commitment to uphold the values they represent: HONOR,

SERVICE, LOYALTY, and RESPECT.

More than a place of care, we are A COMMUNITY OF GRATITUDE,
dedicated to preserving each veteran's dignity and honoring their legacy
through compassionate service.

A VETERANS
APPRECIATION
COMMUNITY

WE ARE HONORED TO CARE FOR THOSE WHO SERVED.
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New Book Highlights
the 100-year History
of Route 66

Route 66 turns 100 years old in 2026, and the historic highway is
highlighted in a new book “Route 66-The First 100 Years,” co-authored by
acclaimed Route 66 ambassadors Jim Ross and Shellee Graham.

The book is crafted from crafted from three decades of traveling,
photographing, and writing about the route by Ross and Graham.

Previous books by them include “Route 66 Sightings, Tales from the
Coral Court, Route 66 Crossings, and Secret Route 66.”

Their new book explores the route from its birth in 1926 through its
centennial, and experience the events, people, and places that created
the legacy ensuring America’s Mother Road a place in the hearts and
minds of the nation.

Route 66 was one of the United States’ first continuous stretches of
paved highway and served as a major path for those who migrated to
the West.

The numerical route designation “66” was assigned to the Chicago-to-
Los Angeles route on April 30, 1926. “The Mother Road” was officially _
established on November 11, 1926, and ultimately stretched 2,448 miles =11
(3,940 kilometers) from Chicago to Los Angeles. It became the shortest, 4=
year-round route between the Midwest and the Pacific Coast, and was o
also known as “The Main Street of America” and the “Will Rogers Shellee Graham and husband Jim Ross. Jim Ross
Highway”. On that date, only 800 miles of Route 66 were paved, the rest is a Vietnam Veteran, U.S. Army 1969-1971.
being graded dirt, gravel, bricks, or planks of wood. It took 11 more years
before the entire road would be paved.

From its beginning in Chicago, Route 66 headed southwest through lllinois and Missouri, and a small section of southeast Kansas.
From there it turned in a more westward
direction through Oklahoma and Texas,
with the final stretches in New Mexico
and Arizona before its termination point
in Los Angeles.

During the Dust Bowl era of the
1930s, the diagonal course of Route 66
was the primary route for migrating farm
workers from the Midwest to California.
The migration continued during World
War Il due to job availability in California.

It linked small, rural towns to larger
cities, and markets. The fact that it
covered mainly flat areas and featured
moderate year-round weather made it an
attractive route for travelers, and truckers.
During this time, it also became one
of the key routes for moving military
equipment across the country.

Due to the efforts of the U.S. Highway
66 Association, Route 66 became the
first highway to be completely paved, in
1938. In the 1950s, Route 66 became the
main highway for vacationers heading to
Los Angeles.

As the world’s most famous highway;,
Route 66 conjures up images of
dreamers, road-trippers, migrants, and
nomads.

The co-authors state that on a deeper
level, it is a story of escape, triumph,
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deliverance, and adventure during the best and worst of
times. From the dawn of the auto age to surviving the Great
Depression and Dust Bowl years to memorable mid-century family
vacations, destinies were played out on the route, leaving indelible
impressions on millions.

Ross and Graham said those pilgrimages, embedded in our

Muskogee SenioxFair

YOU’RE INVITED TO

history, continue today, undertaken by millions more seeking to MLK Community Center Spon SO red
follow the same path and reimagine those times. » . £ _
“Ladies of legend, the influence of Indigenous America, neon- 300 W Martin Luther ng St BY

splashed boulevards, tourist traps, motor courts, trading posts, and
heroes both remembered and forgotten-all these and more await
discovery between these covers,” the co-authors said.”

Ross and Graham said their new book is beautifully illustrated
with hundreds of photographs, many of them vintage. The saga of
Route 66 is uniquely told in a compelling narrative that celebrates
the centennial of the route and pays homage to all whose lives
were shaped or changed by this wondrous road.

Muskogee, OK 74401 .
Medicare
Wednesday, March 25th PREPARE'

10:00AM-2:00PM
ALLIED

HOME HEALTH

Ross and Graham said the history of Route 66 is a story worth &HOS PICE
telling.
“Route 66 conjures up images of dreamers, road trippers, (%j

migrants, and nomads,” they said. “On a deeper level, it is a
story of escape, triumph, deliverance, and adventure during the

Health & Wellness Resources STRONG FAMILY
best and worst of times. From surviving the Great Depression FINANCIALuc
and Dust Bowl years to memorable mid-century family vacations, Caregiver Support Resources
Route 66 pilgrimages became embedded in 8 PP COMPLETEOK
our history. Today, they continue, undertaken : ) Hospice
by those seeking to follow the same path and Medicare & Life Insurance

Senior Housing & More

reimagine those times.” @
Events for Seniors, Caregivers, Veterans, Families and Senior Focused Brands

DOGWOOD

by Van Mitchell, staff writer
To purchase your
copy, scan here:
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around our village. 2 i _
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for an appointment
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300 Enz Drive
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Assisted Living

Apartments
with no additional care fees

Independent Living
Cottage Homes

all-inclusive pricing

www.okveterannews.com Oklahoma Veteran News Magazine (405-631-5100) MARCH 2026 P11



Care Plus Home Care Providing Services
to Keep Seniors, Veterans Home

Right: Care Plus Home Care services of Oklahoma City is g 47
a family-owned business that has a reputation for giving -
quality care and attention to their clients, which includes
Veterans. Pictured left to right is Katie West, Kristi
Brewer-Campbell and Jaiden Campbell.

Care Plus Home Care services of Oklahoma City was established in
1993 by local businesswoman Nancy Brewer and her daughter Kristi
Brewer-Campbell.

Together they have earned a reputation for giving quality care
and attention to their clients, which includes Veterans.

Care Plus Home Care, located at 9828 NE 23rd Street,
provides an alternative for seniors wanting to remain #
independent and in the comfort of their own home.

“Being family owned and operated, we have been able to
provide better one-on-one service to the client,” Brewer-Campbell
said. “We love helping Veterans because they served our country and
we want to help them stay at home.”

She continued, “It's so important. If you saw some of the Veterans that we
take care of and know there’s backstories, you'd understand. Some of these
people are young and it's incredible to be able to make a difference for them
so they don’t have to go to an institution. They get to stay in their own home
because of what the VA allows us to do. It’s just an incredible program that
we're passionate about”

Brewer-Campbell said Care Plus Home Care works with the VA to help
clients with respite care options for their primary caregiver.

“Well, let’s just say a husband and wife live alone, and the husband’s a
Veteran and the wife may be ill as well, and so it’s hard for her to take care of
her Veteran husband,” she said. “And so, the VA sometimes will pay for respite
each week as well, and so we're able to do more that helps the whole family.
We can go in and do housekeeping and laundry assistance, be there and let
the family member take a break, because they’re the main caregiver.

Brewer-Campbell said once a Veteran is approved for home care via the VA,
they will do a nurse evaluation to put the care plan together.

“We go there with our nurse first for their evaluation,” she said. “And then
we work with a Veteran on their days and times requested. We want to keep
them at home. And if they need someone every morning, then that's what we ;
do, we go in every morning and we get them ready for the day. And everybody’s It's just part of our passion to be able to help people who
different and their needs are different as well” want to be at home,” she said. “Who doesn’t love being
Care Plus Home Care also offers a variety to its senior clients including: home? You're happy if you're at home, you're healthier at

Round-the-clock care is a cost-effective arrangement that provides home, and it's just how people want to age, they want to
individuals 24-hour service. age in place, and we help people do that”

Transportation is one of the most common needs expressed by older Brewer-Campbell praised her office staff for their
people. If mobility is a concern, the caregiver can attend any function, doctor's ~ dedication and service helping seniors.
appointment or errand with the client. Caregiver transportation services make “We have a really great office staff who’s worked for
it possible for individuals who do not drive to obtain rides for all their important me for 10 plus years,” she said. “Every single one of them
appointments. has worked for me for that long. And we are a good

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care team. We really try to have great customer service. We

Most people hope to age safely and comfortably in their own homes, get compliments all the time because we give attention to
including those managing Alzheimer's & Dementia. As the disease progresses our clients, much needed attention. And so, we'll follow up
it carries with it a tremendous burden on the family members who are providing  with them. They're not just a number. They’re important to
the care. us, every single client. And we want every single one to be

“Our highly qualified caregivers are ready to provide these helpful and satisfied and have the best care possible.”
necessary services that can reduce the difficult and often stressful aspects of a For more information about Care Plus Home
caregiver for your loved one,” Brewer-Campbell said. Care call (405) 769-2551 or visit

Managing medications properly is vital to a loved one’s health. www.CarePlusatHome.com. @

“Our caregivers can assist with opening medication containers, reading by Van Mitchell, staff writer
labels, and reminding the client of their scheduled medications,” she said.

Brewer-Campbell said her company has a motto they strive to reach every
day. “Our motto is ‘stay home, stay well” And who doesn’t want to be at home?
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& o Stay Home,
¢ r Stay Well!

’\ Supporting

Oklahoma

Care Plus e
for More Than

33 Years!

HOME CARE
FREE IN-HOME ASSESSMENT

 Transportation and Errands ¢ Certified Home
Health Aides & Companions * Bathing, Dressing
& Hygiene Assistance * Meal & Snack
Preparation « Light Housekeeping & Laundry
« Services Provided up to 24 Hours Per Day
Veterans in Central Oktahoma snce 1053 /7 '3

www.CarePlusatHome.com ScaN Me!

Preserve
- Wealth

Call Me For A FREE
30-Minute Strategy Session!
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* Remove Burden ofiRentals
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o Eliminate Eamily Feuds
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MATT NEILL
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE PLANNER

405-757-9980 cell

MattNeill @kw.com
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Pennsylvania Native Completes Command
Tour Aboard Future Navy Submarine

SEMPER
PROCINCTUM

Commander
submarine Foreg,

Capt. Aaron Stutzman, a native of Acme,
Pennsylvania, recently completed his
tour as the first commanding officer
aboard Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU)
Oklahoma.

Oklahoma recently held a change of
command ceremony at the Vista Point
Conference Center on Naval Station
Norfolk, where Stutzman turned over
command of the future submarine to
Cmdr. Jason C. Kim.

“l am proud of my sailors onboard PCU
Oklahoma,” Stutzman said. “| was the
first commanding officer and they bought
into our philosophy, valuing gaining
experience at sea to prepare to take
Oklahoma to sea in the future. While |
won’t get to take Oklahoma to sea, my
sailors will, and they will be ready.”

Stutzman, a 1999 graduate of
Connellsville Area High School, earned
a bachelor’s in mechanical engineering
from Penn State in 2003. While in

the Navy, Stutzman earned a master’s
in engineering management from Old
Dominion University in 2012, a master’s
in national security and strategic studies
from the Naval War College in 2016,
and a Doctorate of Education in
interdisciplinary leadership from
Creighton University in 2024.

The skills and values needed to succeed
in the Navy are similar to those found in
Acme.

‘I grew up on a small farm in
southwestern PA and learned the grit
it takes to do the hard jobs,” Stutzman
said. “| was able to apply that in my

Capt. Aaron Stutzman (right) recently completed his command tour as the first commanding officer
aboard PCU Oklahoma, a future Virginia-class submarine.

command tour of PCU Oklahoma to
build a culture for new submariners

that highlighted the importance of a

hard work ethic, especially in a shipyard
environment for sailors who joined the
Navy to see the world. On Oklahoma, we
lived by the ‘Code of the West’ and built
our homestead.”

Stutzman has served in the Navy for 22
years.

“l joined the Navy because | was inspired
by my grandfather’s service as an Army
radio operator in World War I1,” Stutzman
said. “I stayed in the Navy and continue
to serve because of the people | get

to work with every day. Submariners are
a very small portion of the Navy and

the longer you stay in, the smaller that
population gets. It becomes a family.”

Oklahoma is the second Navy vessel and
the first submarine named for the Sooner
State. The previous USS Oklahoma, a
battleship, was sunk by nine torpedoes
during the surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941. The ship capsized

within 15 minutes of the attack, trapping

its sailors inside. Thirty-two sailors were
rescued after welders on shore jumped onto
the upside-down battleship and cut holes

in the hull. The bodies of the 429 sailors
who were trapped inside the ship were later
recovered.

One of the newest of the Navy’s Virginia-
class submarines, Oklahoma was designed
with stealth and surveillance capabilities, as
well as special warfare enhancements, to
meet the Navy’s multi-mission requirements.
At 377 feet long and 34 feet across at

its widest point, Oklahoma is only slightly
longer than a football field and is crewed by
about 135 enlisted sailors and officers.

Known as America’s “Apex Predators,

the Navy’s submarine force operates a
large fleet of technologically advanced
vessels. These submarines are capable of
conducting rapid defensive and offensive
operations around the world, in furtherance
of U.S. national security.

There are three basic types of submarines:
fast-attack submarines, ballistic-missile
submarines and guided-missile submarines.
Fast-attack submarines, like Oklahoma, are
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Virginia Class, Fast Attack Nuclear Submarine USS Oklahoma.

designed to hunt down and destroy enemy submarines and
surface ships; strike targets ashore with cruise missiles; carry
and deliver Navy SEALs; conduct intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance missions; and engage in mine warfare.
The Virginia-class fast-attack submarine is the most advanced
submarine in the world today. It combines stealth and payload
capability to meet Combatant Commanders’ demands in this
era of strategic competition.

BrightStarCare

A HIGHER STANDARD

Strategic deterrence is the nation’s ultimate insurance program,
according to Navy officials. As a member of the submarine
force, Stutzman is part of the rich 125-year history of the U.S.
Navy’s most versatile weapons platform, capable of taking the
fight to the enemy in the defense of America and its allies.

The U.S. Navy is celebrated its 250th birthday last year.

Unparalleled Home Care
and Support

When your loved one needs extra care at home, choosing the right
agency can be tough. Let BrightStar Care® make it easier.

+ We offer companion and personal care, including bathing, meal prep,
medication reminders, mobility assistance and more.

According to Navy officials, “America is a maritime nation and
for 250 years, America’s Warfighting Navy has sailed the globe

in defense of freedom.” ) o )
« We've earned The Joint Commission Gold Seal of Approval® which

With 90% of global commerce traveling by sea and access validates that we follow the highest standards of safety and care.
to the internet relying on the security of undersea fiber optic

cables, Navy officials continue to emphasize that the prosperity
of the United States is directly linked to recruiting and retaining

talented people from across the rich fabric of America.

+ VA Community Care Network provider trusted by veterans.
Learn more at brightstarcare.com/edmond-cklahoma-city.
Stutzman serves a Navy that operates far forward, around the

world and around the clock, promoting the nation’s prosperity
and security.

Call for your free in-home assessment.

BrightStar Care of Oklahoma City
405-896-9600

« . . . . EBrightStar Care Independantly Ceaned and Operxied
Serving in the Navy means protecting our American way of

life,” Stutzman said. “Providing a future for my family and my
children is why | continue to do what | do.”

Stutzman is grateful to others for helping make a Navy career
possible.

‘I want to thank all those in Oklahoma who welcomed us
with open arms to build relationships that will last the life of
the ship,” Stutzman said. “Especially to the USS Oklahoma
Commissioning Committee for stepping up and showing us
what the Oklahoma Standard really means.” @

by Ashley Craig, Navy Office of Community Outreach
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A Tribute
Rosie the Riveters

Were First
“Oklahoma Standard”

Rosie the Riveters’role in supporting the mission of the
new Tinker AFB during early WWIl is highlighted for visitors
at the Major Charles B. Hall Airpark just outside Tinker.

Rosie the Riveters’ role in supporting the mission of the new Tinker AFB during
early WWII is highlighted for visitors at the Major Charles B. Hall Airpark just
outside Tinker.

The air park features one of 5,354 Douglas C-47 Skytrains on static display
that patriotic women helped build at the Midwest City Douglas Aircraft Company
Plant across the flightline from Tinker Field.

Women filling positions as “Rosie the Riveters” played a vital role in the plant’s
operations, symbolizing the pride and appreciation the free world feels for their
contributions during WWII.

The phrase “Rosie the Riveter” became iconic in a recruitment poster portraying
the “We Can Do It!” attitude that women industrial workers adopted in their huge
contribution to the “Home Front” victory. Their ability to step into the critical roles
in riveting, welding, wiring and assembly has become legendary.

In 1943, when total employment at the Douglas Plant reached 22,592,
women made up slightly more than 50% of the active staff, completing
13 aircraft per day. Beyond the C-47, workers also assembled 400 C-54
Skymasters and 900 A-26 Invaders.

The Oklahoma House of Representatives explained to the world last ‘.
year in this resolution just how important “Rosies” were to the war effort: N

WHEREAS, Rosie the Riveter Day is observed on March 21 (2025)

to honor the vital role American women played in America’s victory
during World War Il. As the war intensified in the early 1940s, men were
drafted to fight, and women were called upon to fill workforce gaps.
These brave men and women have since been remembered as “The
Greatest Generation.”

WHEREAS, in 2017, the United States Congress passed a resolution
to designate March 21 as “National Rosie the Riveter Day” during
Women'’s History Month.

WHEREAS, the symbolism of Rosie the Riveter represents the millions 5"
of women who left their homes to work in factories and keep the MR Ty
country’s manufacturing going;

WHEREAS, during the Second World War, when every able-bodied

man was sent to fight for the Allies, the nation’s manufacturing sector
nearly came to a halt. From heavy machinery to steel mills and freight
ports, every male-dominated industry faced personnel shortages due
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WAR PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE

Above: Rosie the Riveter WWII
recruitment poster.

Left: This bronze bust monument features
Rosie the Riveter, who raises her

arm, representing civilian women’s
contributions to the war effort during
World War I, when nearly six million
women worked in the defense industry.

Right: Bronze statue of Tuskegee Airman, Charles B. Hall. The park is
named to honor Hall, as the first African-American to shoot down an enemy
plane. Hall later worked at Tinker for many years as a civilian employee. :

www.okveterannews.com

* k Kk Kk kA K Kk Kk Kh K Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk

One of the Douglas C-47A Skytrain cargo
planes built in Oklahoma.
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to the war effort.

WHEREAS, the federal government issued posters to encourage women to join
the industrial workforce as a patriotic duty during this time. The iconic poster
featured a woman industrial worker in a red bandana raising her fist.

WHEREAS, the proportion of female industrial workers increased from 27% to
37% between 1940 and 1945, as more than 19 million women entered the
workforce for the first time. Rosie became a cultural icon.

WHEREAS, the Rosie the Riveter campaign demonstrated how women’s
workforce participation changed. This resolution recognizes the important role
women played during the Second World War.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the 1st Session
of the 60th Oklahoma Legislature: That this resolution recognizes the vital role
women played during the Second World War.

March 21, 2025, is hereby recognized by the Oklahoma House of
Representatives and the State of Oklahoma as “Rosie the Riveter Day.”

Adopted by the House of
Representatives on March 13, 2025.

Oklahoma’s WWII legacy is on display
at the Major Charles B. Hall Airpark,
fostering pride and community. That importance
to Oklahoma’s WWII legacy is on public display
with a Skytrain as one of the first static displays visitors
encounter at the free public museum, open daily from dawn
to dusk, with free parking adjacent to the Tinker AFB Main
gate at Air Depot and I-40. The ADA-compliant park offering
restrooms features aircraft operated or maintained by Tinker
AFB over the years.

Aside from the statue of the museum’s namesake, Rosie
the Riveter is the only other bronze bust on view at the air
park. ‘Rosie the Riveter’ rolls up her sleeve in this bronze
bust, symbolizing the vital contributions women made to
the war effort during World War II. This includes those at
Oklahoma’s other major WWII aircraft plant, the Douglas
Bomber Plant in Tulsa, where Oklahoma women also
played key roles in aircraft assembly and maintenance in
America’s “Arsenal of Democracy.” @

storylphotos by Darl Devault, contributing editor
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Chaplain’s Corner

Unkowns of Life

Can Hurt Faith

Father, | thank you for this day. This simple prayer is how | begin
and end each day. As someone who has had a few near-death
experiences, | find it necessary to thank Him for every day He
blesses me with. Being thankful can be easy when life is great,
but finding reasons to be thankful is difficult during life’s trials. Our
faith allows us to be grateful for these days, even when things

N _ DAY OF HONOR —
FRIDAY, MARCH 13TH

VFW POST 577
1109 EAST 6™ STREET
TULSA, ON 74120

CELEBRATION STARTS AT T1AM
GUEST SPEAKERS
AKD
LUNGH PROVIDED

HOSTED BY

MILLER HOSPICE  OXFORD HEALTHCARE
HHARY WILLLAMS, FLAT BRAMCH

——k K k—

look bleak. The unknowns of life
have a way of weighing on us
and hurting our faith.

Faith is an amazing thing; we
trust in Him, not knowing what

lies ahead. My grandfathers kept

their faith during the Korean
War, and my brother kept his
faith during Operation Enduring
Freedom. These three men did
not know what the next ten
minutes would hold, let alone
the next day. | have listened

to their stories of what they
endured during those times of
chaos, and it made me realize
that my own struggles and
trials seemed trivial compared
to what they faced daily. Yet we
all face something in life that
feels like it can break us, maybe
even draw us away from our
faith.

Even through my own struggles,

near-death experiences, and
heartbreaks, my faith has never
wavered, just like those brave
men | call family. Going into
each day knowing that our
Father in Heaven knows our
stories, every detail of our lives,

Cory Jeans is Chaplain at
Miller Hospice, Tulsa, OK.

assures us that even through
the bad moments, He will use
them for His good and bring

us through our storm. Knowing
that our Father gives peace

and strength to face trials and
tribulations gives us a shining
light at the end of that journey. A
comfort that is supernatural and
can not be explained to those
who do not know Him.

When we thank Him in the

The Greater *
Oklahoma
City Metro

Area

SENIOR .:: %,

‘T—Telpers

Senior Care, Only Better.

are youa

VETERAN

Are You a Veteran Needing In
Home Care Assistance services?

You may qualify for VA provided in-home care services from
Senior Helpers, a licensed home care agency and approved

Veterans' Benefits provider.

We understand the unique needs of our veterans and can
provide education on benefits. We also can provide the
specialized, in-home quality senior care you deserve - from

the comfort of YOUR home:

* Home Safety and Fall Prevention * Assistance with mobility
and daily routines * Medication Reminders * Personal hygiene
assistance * Personal Care * Caring companionship and
conversation ® Transportation to and from appointments

Let us help you preserve your independence and freedom!

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

405-608-4339

www.seniorhelpers.com/ok/greater-oklahoma-city
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midst of hurt, we are letting

Him know our faith is in His
plan. The lessons learned from
our journeys are that, whether
times are good or bad, He never
leaves our side. We must stay
focused on Him so we can walk
through the storms, but when
the storms distract us, He will

be there to pull us up above

the water. So, during the hard
times and the fantastic times,
take time to thank Him for the
day He has given you to be here
and to work for Him.

HeomeWell

Dedicated In-Home
Support for Veterans

At HomeWell, we honor veterans with personalized in-
home care that supports their physical, emotional and
mental well-being. As a credentialed VA Community Care
provider, each veteran client receives a custom plan to
promote their independence and dignity while following
the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs’ standards and
guidelines.

Our Service Offerings

*» Caring companionship

» Family caregiver relief
(respite)

Signature Programs

» GoHomeWellPost-
Medical Program™

* Life Enrichment Activities

Serving all of Oklahoma City
and surrounding areas

Having faith that Jesus is who
He said He is gives us salvation
and a place in the Kingdom with
the Father. Faith that He knows

what is best for us lets us live a : _? reﬁsl":g & perslonal o rrogmm ™ .
life that is glorified. Yet faith does echno Dg}r_assmtance = SureStep Fall Prevention
* Housekeeping & laundry Program™

not come without struggles. We
are never guaranteed a life
without problems, just that we
will have a Savior and a Father
who will never leave us. So,
Father, | thank you for this day,
a day when | can talk to those
who know You and those who
will come to know You. Guide
us through this life and build our
Faith in You. @

Connect With Our \%%=
Veterans’ Community!

Connect with our dedicated staff and

* Meal preparation
» Shopping & transportation —
« Medicine reminders = * Kk
; 'I.I'ﬂ..ﬂuulhnnrcdﬂgmmum!y
» Dementia care support S rovlee
» 24/7 virtual care support - VA @ o,
through Sensi.Al

Call HomeWell today to schedule a consultation at

405-673-4255 or visit us at homewellcares.com
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explore the various resources and options
available to veterans like you. \

e Student Veterans of
America Chapter
SALUTE Veterans National
Honor Society
VA/DOD Benefits Review

Resiliency and Mentorship
Programs

[
Career and Resume Services
Disability Services
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MILITARY
SUPPORT
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Miller Hospice, Oxford
Healthcare to Host Ina
Event for Veterans _

Tulsa based Miller Hospice and
Oxford Healthcare will be hosting
an inaugural event for veterans on
March 13th at VFW Post 557.
The event will be called a “Day of
Honor”. Mission BBQ is an event
sponsor and will provide a free
lunch.

Highlights of the event include:
» Giveaways and door prizes.

» Veteran Service Officer will be present
to help with benefit needs/questions.

* A Keller Williams real estate
representative will be on sight to help
with obtaining a veteran certificate to
purchase a home.

* Derrick Ogle, Chief of Engineering for
the VA, will be present.

» Guest speakers and the singing of the
national anthem by a local singer.

Tony McMillan, Miller Hospice’s Bereavement
and Veteran Outreach coordinator shared
that they wanted to do something outside of
Veteran’s Day to salute and thank veterans
and show them that they can be taken care
of by both entities.

McMillan, a retired Desert Storm combat
veteran whose spouse also served more
than twenty years in the Army, developed his
passion for veterans by being one and is
committed to helping them. He went on to
say, “A Day of Honor is about recognition,
dignity and connection. Veterans carry a

lot with them in relation to their service,
especially as they age”. Miller Hospice wants
veterans to know that their service, their life
and their stories matter. Many veterans are
alone or isolated at the end stages of their
life and find it difficult to connect with people
outside of their home. Miller Hospice partners
with the VA to help veterans have the best
possible experience. They offer educational
programs in relation to sicknesses that may
be related to specific times of service.

They understand that Post Traumatic Stress
may also come with moral injuries related

to combat service. Miller Hospice wants

ural

......

s
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Pictured above are: Jaclyn Solomon, Oxford HealthCare, Tony MicMillan and Michelle Fox with

Miller Hospice.

veterans to know they have great love,
respect and compassion for them. They are
committed to helping veterans have access to
the resources they have earned. Additionally,
McMillan and Michelle Fox, the Executive
Director of Miller Hospice, understand that
veterans grieve differently and deserve care
from people who honor their individual
experience in a place that is safe to share.
Grief groups for them and their families is one
of the ways they do this.

Jaclyn Solomon who is a licensed
Occupational Therapy Assistant and currently
the Account Executive for Oxford HealthCare,
has served veterans for nearly two decades.
She is the former spouse of a Marine, and
her father also served in the Army as a

Buck Sergeant. She has worked at Quantico
and Cherry Point serving active and retired
service members. Oxford HealthCare serves
a 50 mile radius of Tulsa and has a 4.5 star
rating from CMS.gov (Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Services), offers a variety of
services that allows care for those that served
while working closely with VA contracts.

Miller Hospice serves an approximate 50 mile
radius of Tulsa. They have earned a five star
rating from CMS.

McMillan added that the objective of the event
is to make veterans feel honored and said that
honor is not something they just say, it is what
they do!

Miller Hospice is a locally owned, non-profit care
provider that is committed to caring for the body,
mind, and spirit of each individual along with his
or her family. Being local and a non-profit are
both important because it means the patient care
is our priority, ensuring excellent, compassionate
care. We serve people of all denominations,
nationalities, races and creeds. As a non-profit,
our patients will never pay for our services, even
if they are not eligible for Medicare or private
insurance coverage.

Our expert care team provides services including:
nursing, home health aides, medical social
workers, chaplains, durable medical equipment,
medical supplies, medications and volunteers
FREE of charge.

At Miller Hospice we are committed to focus

not only on the patient but on the family, too.

We understand that the end-of-life care journey
can be demanding and stressful for everyone.
Therefore, our hospice team is there to help meet
the emotional and spiritual needs of the patients
as well as their loved ones. The hospice team is
highly skilled and will be available to assess both
your needs and your family’s.

The “Day of Honor” is a free event for_ veterans
only. Veterans are asked to call 918-742-6415 to
RSVP. The address of VFW Post 557 is 1109 E.
Sixth Street, Tulsa. @

by Jill Stephenson, staff writer

P20 MARCH 2026

Oklahoma Veteran News Magazine (405-631-5100)

www.okveterannews.com

* *

B,

A L : B\ VA Community
4 & }j Care Network
\ A il Provider
Ry g

HOME CARE FOR SENIORS
We are a VA Community Care provider for Veterans in Home Care
through the Homemaker/Home Health Aide Program.

Services Include:
= Light Housekeeping/Laundry = Bathing/Dressing
= Meal Preparation = Companionship/Respite Care
* Errands/Shopping * Transportation

2523 N Van Buren Enid, OK 73703 www.gracecare.com
Serving Garfield County And Surrounding Areas

- Call Today 580-237-6911

VA Approved Hospice Services;
Call for Your In-home Evaluation:

Favorite
Jimmy's Egg
Oliduliosns. Militany Heritage Foundation Location
Find out more about:

> Qur yearly Military Hall of Fame Induction Banquet
> Military Hall of Honor Chapters

> Honors Campaigns

> Becoming an Ambassador volunteer

> Nominating deserving Veterans or Volunteers _ e 4 ,-.'i-. :
> Supporting our organization as a donor or member TS v -
----- Go to: OKMHE.org or email: INFO@OKMHF.org . Order Online Here! www.jimmyseggokc.com

BUILDING A STRONGER VETERAN COMMUNITY TOGETHER

We connect veterans with housing services, suicide
prevention resources, and employment opportunities.

il Let Us Help You!

www.okvetunited.org

115 West 3rd Street, Suite 600
Tulsa, OK 74103

EMPLOYER
NETWORK

FOX
PROGRAM

SO
SSVFE

Huppertive Besvices lor Veteran Families

OHLAHOMA VETERAMS UNITED

www.okveterannews.com

918-588-8403
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SPECIAL FROM A VETERAN

S.S. Joseph N. Teal, a
Private Jim Fergeson and hundre
troops to Barl.'l Italy, from April-Me

Changes in VA Law May Affect How Veterans’ Claims
Are Processed Over the Recent Years

Veterans who applied for U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs veterans with available resources and outreach opportunities.

The Crossing

by James Ferguson

“When my son was learning about WWII in the 1970’s, | prepared
this article to document my journey to Europe.

| left the United States for an unknown destination on 21 April
1944 on the S.S. Joseph N. Teal with my 420th Signal Company
(120 men) and hundreds more onboard.

After being at sea a few days, we learned we were going to Italy.
At that time, Italy was the only place on the European continent
where the US Army was actively engaged in ground combat with
Germany.

While crossing the Atlantic in early 1944 was still very hazardous
because of the German U- boat threat, the Mediterranean was

a much greater risk. | was not concerned. Youth and ignorance
were on my side.

The convoy stretched from horizon to horizon. Among the many
ships were an aircraft carrier and other warships. Even our ship,
a merchant carrier, was fitted with some formidable weapons
operated by a US Navy gun crew. | felt safe and secure. This was
a great adventure and | was looking forward to the crossing.

Progress was slow as the ships in the convoy zigged and
zagged, in unison, across the Atlantic.

Our own company cooks prepared the meals...Fresh fruit and
vegetables, which were plentiful the first few days, soon were
exhausted. Rice and dehydrated eggs and potatoes replaced the
fresh food.

Second servings, which had been standard, were no longer
available. For the first time in my life, | experienced real, genuine
hunger...(Only after reaching Italy and observing real starvation
among the local population did | finally realize what hunger really
was.)

The great adventure | had envisioned slowly gave way to reality.
The daily routine of calisthenics, meager meals that looked

and tasted pretty much the same as yesterdavs, the lack of
fresh water showers, and general boredom soon took its toll on
morale.

| would slip up on deck at night just to get away from the mass of
humanity. Rows of bunks, five high, about eighteen inches apart,
filled the ship’s cargo hold...Those in the lower bunks were in
jeopardy of nausea showers from sea sick Gls above.

The morale officer organized USO type skits for entertainment.
Gls, dressed as females, brought howls of laughter. They looked
comically ridiculous in their make shift skirts, Improvised breast
augmentation, rag mop hairpieces, hairy legs, and clumsy Gl
boots.

Another morale booster was the Red Cross gifts. We each

received a drawstring bag filled with toilet articles, a sewing kit
and a candy bar. The candy was a single Baby Ruth bar. It was
indeed a welcome sight, a magnificent feast...I lay in my bunk,
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slowly removed the wrapper and took a small nibble...I slowly
devoured the entire bar in this manner, making it last as long
as possible.

As we approached Gibraltar, the Navy gun crews uncovered their
weapons and fired a few practice rounds. Most of us sat on deck
and watched attentively as the crew prepared to load and fire.

Early the next morning...The ship was silent. There was no
sound from the engine room or no sound of the screw moving the
ship though the water...l rushed up on deck. There ahead about
a mile was the rock of Gibraltar.

However, the convoy was gone. True to plan, if any ship
experienced trouble, the convoy would continue. Overhead was
a British flying boat at mast altitude slowing circling our ship and
watching for submerged German submarines. German U-boats
favored the Straits of Gibraltar.

The narrowing of the Atlantic Ocean to meet the Mediterranean
Sea provided a narrow funnel through which all allied convoys
bound for Italy must pass. Eventually, a British tug towed the ship
into the safety of Gibraltar harbor.

We remained there for a week for repairs...Just prior to leaving
the safety of the harbor, we assembled on the ship’s fantail for an
unexpected briefing. German planes using remotely controlled
glider bombs had attacked the convoy...There was a loss of
ships and lives.

When exiting the harbor, massive underwater gates were opened
to let our ship through...

The next day, two German planes observed us from a distance,
but did not attack. Then, the Mediterranean experienced a severe
storm with heavy seas and low visibility. This storm slowed our
progress, but provided much needed protection until we were
near Sicily and allied naval and air power.

Finally, on 23 May 1944, we reached the safety of harbor at Bari,
Italy. Thirty-three days had elapsed since departing the United
States.” @

story and photos submitted by James Ferguson

www.okveterannews.com

benefits in the past - or who have never applied - may want to review
their eligibility as changes in federal law and VA policy can affect how
claims are processed.

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, a federal agency,
administers benefits through separate systems with different eligibility
requirements. VA health care is managed by the Veterans Health
Administration, while disability compensation and other benefits are
handled by the Veterans Benefits Administration. Eligibility decisions
in one system do not automatically determine eligibility in the other.

Recent updates to VA law and policy, including expanded
presumptive conditions and revised service-connection guidance,
may affect how claims are reviewed today. Veterans who were
previously denied, paused the claims process, or have not revisited
their eligibility in several years may benefit from having their
information reviewed.

The Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs (ODVA), a state
agency, works with the federal VA to help veterans understand the
claims process and available options. Veterans are encouraged to
review their service history and medical conditions and to speak
with an accredited Veteran Service Officer (VSO). VSOs provide
free assistance and help ensure claims are submitted with current
information.

In addition to claims assistance, ODVA offers state-level programs
for veterans and their families, including a Women Veterans Program,
employment assistance, entrepreneurship support, long-term care
services, and the Oklahoma Veterans Registry, which helps connect

$250 RENT DISCOUNT

TO US VETERANS
FOR ONE YEAR*

*Limited Time Offer

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING

A MINISTRY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Call Lisa at (405) 721-0747 Ext 322

7501 W. Britton Rd, OKC, OK
www.SaintAnnRetirementCenter.com

L 6 6 6 & ¢

Veterans seeking more information can contact the Oklahoma
Department of Veterans Affairs at 405-523-4026 or visit
oklahoma.gov/veterans.

About the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs:

The Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs (ODVA) delivers
high-quality care, benefits, and support to Oklahoma veterans and
their families through programs such as State Veterans Homes,
Claims & Benefits, OKVetWorks, Women Veterans, Health &
Wellness, Mental Health, and the Veterans Registry.

Supporting Veterans
I Across OKC
By o £ Vet Chat connects veterans with

-/ £——= community, care, and conversation

— right where they live.

250 Y ear CAuniverdary
UNITED STATES

————2 & & & & ¢
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The Scottish Rite Temple in Guthrie has served multiple functions in
Oklahoma history including as the first capitol building of Oklahoma. The
building features several prominent rooms including a theater.

']

Scottish Rite Temple Has Unique History

The Scottish Rite Temple located at 900
E. Oklahoma Avenue in Guthrie has served
multiple functions in Oklahoma history,
including as the first state capitol building,
as a location for TV and film production
and as a site used by Freemasonry for
educational and gathering purposes.

On April 22, 1889, Harper Samuel
Cunningham, 33°, made the Run of the
Unassigned Lands which opened for
settlement. He came to practice law in
the newly opened Territory. And he came
to establish the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in what would
soon become Oklahoma.

Designed for the use and benefit
of the Masonic Fraternity in Oklahoma,
the original Temple was situated at the
northeast corner of Harrison and Broad
Streets in downtown Guthrie. It served the
Masons well from 1899 to 1923.

The original building in this complex,
now named the East Annex, was
constructed in 1908 by the city of Guthrie
and called Convention Hall. It was intended
as the meeting place for the Oklahoma
State Legislature. It was a rectangular
brick structure with two two-story wings
flanking a two-story atrium having a gallery
promenade. A basement completed the
internal space.

The East Annex was used for one
regular session of the Legislature in 1909
and one special session in 1910.

After the Legislature agreed to move the
state capital from Guthrie to Oklahoma City
in 1910, the city of Guthrie offered to sell the
Convention Hall complex, including Capitol
Park, to the Scottish Rite Masons, who

wanted to construct a temple in Guthrie.

A deal was concluded with the Parr &
Hawk, an Oklahoma City architectural firm,
to design the western building (designated
as the Temple), and the James Stewart
Construction Company began construction
in May 1920. Construction of the Guthrie
Scottish Rite Temple was completed in
1924, at which time the Masons occupied
the building, though interior finishes were
not finalized until 1929.

It was listed on the U.S. National
Register of Historic Places in 1987.

The Scottish Rite is one of the most
widely practiced rites within Freemasonry,
comprising 33 degrees that build upon the
ethical teachings of the first three degrees
conferred in Blue Lodges. The Scottish
Rite emphasizes moral and philosophical
education, allowing members to deepen
their understanding of Freemasonry and its
values.

The Scottish Rite Temple is a significant
Masonic building that serves as a center
for the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry, offering education,
fellowship, and community service.

“We're like a college-level class of the
usual Masonry that you see in hometown
lodges,” Masonic Rite Temple General
Secretary Glen Chaney said. “We have a
continuation of the same purpose, which is
to take good men and make better men.
We are a philosophy, not a religion. We
require that our members be eligible, that
they do believe in a god, a greater spirit. We
do not dictate who that is or what that is. It
must be a force of good that all humankind
has a soul that is immortal. And past that,

we leave religion to individuals. What we do
is try to make this world better.”

Chaney said the Scottish Rite takes
Masons through philosophical degrees
and ceremonies and teaches lessons of
moral and integrity through theatrical team
performances.

“We in Guthrie are very proud because
we are the mecca for this level of Masonic
instruction,” Chaney said. “We have been
the guiding light that other people come to
see how we do it”

Chaney said Masons come from across
the country as well as far away as Brazil,
Canada and Germany/

“We’re one of the few temples that do all
29 degrees. We do that once a year.
That takes three days,” Chaney said. “We
have theatrical teams for each of those
degrees, and they come in and do that.
We call that drinking from the fire hydrant
of knowledge because it just knocks you
down, overwhelms you.”

Chaney said each fall they do a two-day
version of instruction, which encompasses
14 degrees.

Tim Heaton, Facilities Manager, said
the Temple is large enough to house the
Masons while in Guthrie.

“This building’s so huge that we just
have the space,” he said.

Heaton said the housing includes 19
apartments plus other bed spaces
throughout the Temple.

“They look like Warren and June
Cleavers bedroom with an ensuite.
Completed in 1952. They still look like
1952, he said. “They’ve been featured in
several movies.”
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Heaton said they feed members on-site as well as eat at
various Guthrie restaurants.

Heaton said public Temple tours take place Monday to
Thursday at 10 a.m.

“People from every walk of life like to find out, want to come
see this place,” he said. “We get a lot of Masons from around the
country as well who know this place and it becomes a destination
for them to come see.”

The Scottish Rite Temple in Guthrie has served as a filming
location for several movies and TV shows, including the 2020 film
“‘Reagan’”

“They (film crew) built the (replica) of the Oval Office here,” he
said.

Heaton added that the Temple served as the backdrop of
the White House for the “Reagan” movie, as well as scenes
replicating a train station.

The Scottish Rite Temple has members that are Veterans,
including Chaney an U.S. Army Veteran.

“A number of our members are Veterans,” he said. “Masonry is
something that is appealing to Veterans. | have seen young men
that came in and they didn’t know what they’re getting into and
suddenly, it’s like the whole world is lit up and they could see so
many avenues for thought, for service in the community, for just
being a better person.”

Chaney said becoming a Mason was a defining moment in his
life.

“This has been, for me, one of the most defining aspects of my
life,” he said. “It's made me look at the way | treat the world and
try to do a little better”

For more information about the Guthrie Scottish Rite Temple
call (405)282-1281 or visit www.guthriescottishrite.org. @
by Van Mitchell, staff writer
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HELP 4
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Our Mission
Our dedicated volunteers help veterans and their families apply for
the VA benefits they have earned and deserve. If you need help to
apply for a VA disability please come see us.
Thursday moming from 8:00 to noon
Community Christian Church, 2010 N Eastern, Moore, OK 73160.,
Call 405-779-3693 or email Help4Veterans@myyahoo.com.
Help 4 Veterans is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.
Donations are tax deductible.

www.help4veteransok.org

www.okveterannews.com

Oklahoma Veteran News Magazine (405-631-5100)

 Fxcel

PRIVATE
CARE
SERVICES

+ Personal In-Home Care + Case Management
+ Advantage Programs ¢ Long Term Care
+ VA Friendly + Long Term Care Insurance Accepted

¢ )7@7{:(;7 r/ 3 %,mﬁ/fffwrff

Excell Private Care Services
2120 S. Broadway, Edmond, OK 73013
405.639.3939

Excell Private Care Services
5610 S Memorial Dr Ste A, Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 660-0609

Excell Private Care Services
501 S. 5th St., Chickasha, OK 73018
(405) 212-4320

A VA Community Care Provider
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Oklahoma City Native Supports U.S. Navy’s “Take

Charge and Move Out” Mission in the Hea
Airman Jensen Jones, a native of Oklahoma City, learned skills "T’_i J -.- 1;_ :

and values in the Heratland that would be foundational to their
success in the Navy.

“Growing up, | learned the importance of patience and tryingto
understand the perspective of others,” Jones said.

Jones graduated from Southmoore High School in 2024.

Jones joined the Navy one year ago.

“l joined the Navy because | wanted to do something with
meaning,” Jones said. “When | was in Boy Scouts, we got to spend
the night aboard the retired aircraft carrier, USS Lexington, and |
really enjoyed it

Today, Jones serves as a naval air crewman (avionics)
assigned to Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron Seven (VQ-7)
in Oklahoma City. Jones supports the nation’s nuclear
deterrence mission at Strategic Communications Wing One
(STRATCOMMWING ONE). Its “Take Charge and Move Out”
(TACAMO) mission provides airborne communication links to
nuclear missile units of U.S. Strategic Command.

The TACAMO mission originated in 1961 when a Marine
Corps aircraft was used to test the feasibility of an airborne
Very Low Frequency (VLF) communications system. Once the test
was successful, funding for the program was granted, and it has
continued to grow ever since.

The U.S. Navy’s presence on an Air Force base in a landlocked
state may seem strange, but the position is strategic, allowing

L]

Airman Jensen Jones graduated from Southmoore High School. Photo
by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Justin Johndro

Veterans, Do You Know | |
squadrons to quickly deploy around the world in support of the

TACAMO mission.
t'.e Stute Benefits of vo"r The U.S. Navy is celebrating its 250th birthday this year. VL:S' b.t-' An l S
According to Navy officials, “America is a maritime nation and —[)%_g
Dis"bi'ity Ruti ng ? for 250 years, America’s Warfighting Navy has sailed the globe in VNG ASSISTANGE SERVICES

defense of freedom.”

With 90% of global commerce traveling by sea and access to .
the internet relying on the security of undersea fiber optic cables, L I l o d & N I I K
Navy officials continue to emphasize that the prosperity of the Oca y wn e at I 0 n a y n QW n
United States is directly linked to recruiting and retaining talented
people from across the rich fabric of America.

50% - Reduced Car Tags

60% - Lifetime Oklahoma Hunting and Fishing License

Visiting Angels provides essential senior home care, allowing your loved one to remain where

Jones has many opportunities to achieve accomplishments they are the most comfortable...in their own home.
during military service.

“I'm proud that | graduated in the top 10% of my class for . > _ ¢ z = e
Navy training school.” Jones said. “I'm also proud that | earned two Reminders « Light Housekeeping « Meal Preparation « Respite Care for Families - Dementia Care

promotions while in boot camp.”

70% - Live in a State Veterans Home at NO COST for

long-term care - you keep all of your income \
100% - Tax Exemptions - this may include Sales Tax PROVIDING: Veterans Care « Bathing & Dressing Assistance « Assistance with Walking » Medication
Excise Tax, and Property Tax. Alsoincludes a FREE
Drivers License

Jones serves a Navy that operates far forward, around the Visiting Ang:els Southwest Visiting Angels Tulsa Visiting Angels Yukon
ODVA Progrﬂms: world and around the clock, promoting the nation’s prosperity and Oklahoma City Visiting Angels Durant Visiting Angels Lawton
i security. o _ Visiting Angels Southeast Visiting Angels Edmond Visiting Angels Bartlesville
[J’(‘STE’J & *aqi “It's an honor doing a job that actually makes a difference,’ Oklahoma City
MW’MWW . ‘Q = Jones said. “l am proud to be able to protect the freedom of alll
- Americans.” A == PROUDLY CARING FOR
S Jones is grateful to others for helping make a Navy career 8 0 0 - 3 6 5 .4 1 8 9 g4 - * W *

o “

possible. e j VETERANS E
“I want to thank all my family for their support,” Jones added. “| W bahngelscom

especially would like to thank my parents, Jeff and Kristi Jones, for
their continued support and for all they taught me growing up, which
made me the person | am today” @

By Alvin Plexico, Navy Office of Community Outreach

ek
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The American Legion

March 15-17 — Anniversary of the First
Caucus of The American Legion

Communities  Advocacy
Leadership Americanism
Children Congress
Service Values
American Members
Legion Organization
Defense Security
Rehabilitation

Posts

Outreach

1919

Veterans

Purpose

Nationwide

NEWSMAGAZINE

Serving Active Duty Military, Veterans and Their Families
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Your Trusted Medicare Resource

Have Questions? WE CAN HELP!

New to Medicare? Eaiiieasss
Start With Us

BS Health Studies — Gerontology
405-655-6098 call or text
\ZED
\SaP\ 5'5;?
‘-p L,
x
& o

-SIBLEY

Steven Sibley, US Army RET/DAV

Medicare Products for Veterans
MBA — Healthcare Administration
405-850-1569 call or text

Your Trusted Medicare Resouroe
Disabled Veteran | Native American | Woman Owned

'- *® |icensed Independent Brokers ® In-home or in-office appointments

%3 i b § * Medicare Education * No charge to meet with us,
‘2’04, 5 ® Medicare Insurance Products  no pressure, just help.
E‘D . Cow?%

Visit us at www.sibleyinsures.com

www.okveterannews.com

www.okveterannews.com

Contact us for information on our upcoming educational only events (or to request an event) covering general Medicare education,
Medicare premium help programs, Medicare with other insurance (Employer insurance, Tricare 4 Life, veteran’s healthcare).
Food Provided. For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings call 405-655-6098, TTY 800-522-8506.

Medicare Required Disclaimer: We do not offer every plan available in your area.
Currently we represent 8 organizations which offer 73 products in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or
MARCH 2026 P29

1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program to get information on all your options.
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OKVN VETERAN RESOURCES

Belmont Cove
14604 Parkway Center Ave OKC,

OK 73143. Contact Claudia at
405-898-3965 or Gary at
405-417-7294

https://www.belmontcove.com
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Saint Ann Assisted &
Independent Living
7501 W Britton Rd, Oklahoma City,
OK 73132. Call 405-721-0747

https://www.saintannretirementcenter.com

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING

& LUNISTRY OF THE ARCHDOOCESE OF OHLAHOMS OITY

Villagio of
Bradford Village

300 Enz Dr, Edmond, OK 73034
(405) 531-3444
https://villagioliving.com/bradford-village

EADFORT f’f
X
Dogleck Village  RIVER VALLEY

.[.|I¢'II'.<Ii!rIII'II[ KINGWOOD

Oklahoma City, OK NE OKC, OK
FairmontOK.com Kingwood QK .com

Tha K e e LsivERSITY PARK

Tahlequah, OK

AmbassadorOK.com | UniversityParkOK.com

VA-DESIGNATED CONMUNITIES | & |

HONORED TO CARE |..'-'.:"....|
FOR THOSE WHO SERVE, 'SP
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Help 4 Veterans
Community Christian Church
2010 North Eastern, Moore OK 73120 (405) 608-4339
Oklahoma “Serving the greater OKC Metro”
Call Fred Zacher at 405-779-3639 https://www.seniorhelpers.com Click OKC
https://help4veteransok.org

Senior Helpers
10605 N May Ave, Oklahoma City,
SIBLEY Insurance Group
Medicare Brokers 201 W Oklahoma

Ave, Ste 231 Guthrie, OK 73044
Christina Sibley 405-655-6098
Steven Sibley 918-404-0807

Tricare for Life Specialists

https://www.sibleyinsures.com
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Brightstar Care Oklahoma City VA
Home Care Medical Center

921 Northeast 13th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73104-5007
Main phone: 405-456-1000
Mental health care: 405-456-5546

Ernest Childers VA

Outpatient Clinic / Tulsa
Main phone: 888-397-8387
Mental health care: 888-397-8387, ext. 4

North Oklahoma City

VA Clinic
14400 Bogert Parkway, Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73134-2653
Main phone: 405-302-1500
Mental health care: 405-302-1500

South OKC VA Clinic
17919 Mid-America Blvd, Ste 250
Oklahoma City, OK 73135-6610

Main phone: 405-855-6000
Mental health care: 405-855-6000

Tinker VA Clinic

Call 405-896-9600 for your free
in-home assessment.
https://www.brightstarcare.com

BrightStarCare

HomeWell Care Services
Call today: 405-237-5402

https://homewellcares.com

vaeWell

Cornerstone

Home Health, Inc.
“Veterans Servicing Our Veterans”
OKC Office 405-354-5454
Toll-Free 833-8545454

https://www.cornerstonehomehealthservices.com

~=@ornersfon :

Home Health, Inc.

Navigating Medicare
Schedule your free
appointment today!

2232 W Hefner Ste. A
OKC, OK 73120 405-842-0494
6202 S. Lewis Ave Ste. | Tulsa, OK
74136 918-764-8719

https://www.navigatingmedicare.com/

— _ _

= = 7050 Air Depot, 72nd Medical Group,
Nawgatmg Ste 2K10 Tinker AFB, OK
MEDICARE Main phone: 405-456-8800

For Oklahoma Veterans Services,
Visit https:/loklahoma.gov or scan
the QR Code below.

ExceII Prlvate
Care Services
2120 S. Broadway, Edmond, OK

73013 Call (405) 639-393 55;”5236
5610 S Memorial Dr Ste A, Tulsa, OK wiﬂ:nyeo‘a’{
74145 (918) 660-0609 Synergy Home Care «
501 S. 5th St., Chickasha, OK 73018 Call Today. We Listen
405) 212-432 i -254-
(405) 320 OKC Office 405-254-3046 Tulsa Grace Care

Office 918-727-2117
https://synergyhomecare.com

SYNERGY

HomeCare

https://excellpcs.com

Serving Enid and
Garfield County Area.
Call 580-237-6911

https://gracecare.com/https://gracecare.com

Of50

Want to get your information
in front of more than 40,000 camera!
Oklahoma Veterans?
Your online and print listing
is only $149 per month or
FREE with a display ad
(quater pages and up)!

The QR Codes are simple and E
fast! Just aim your camera at the
QR Code and follow the link!

Check out our Website

www.okveterannews.com
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HEALTH VETERAN SERVICES
Oklahoma
Veterans United

115 West 3rd Street, Suite 600

Tulsa, OK 74103 Call 918-588-8403
https://okvetunited.org

THller Hoospice
Tulsa Area
Call 918-588-8403

https://millerhospicetulsa.com

DAVIDS TREE SERVICE
(405) 787-1297. Remove and Trim.
No Job Too Large or Small. MANY

REFERENCES. Call Today
(405) 787-1297 €063125

Nerve Renewal
Neuropathy Clinic

Go to https://nerverenewalnow.com
for more info, or visit a location
near you. « NW OKC Clinic - 3705
NW 63rd St, Suite 101 « SW OKC
Clinic - 9821 S May Ave, Suite B *
Edmond Clinic - 3520 S Blvd, Suite
100 « Broken Arrow Clinic -1150
E Lansing St ¢ Bartlesville Clinic
- 4140 SE Adams Rd, Suite 110 ¢
South Tulsa / Jenks Clinic - 9101 S
Toledo Ave, Ste A * Norman Clinic
-4019 N Flood Ave. « Midwest City
Clinic - 8121 National Ave, Suite 105
¢ Shawnee Clinic - 3700 N Kickapoo
Ave, Suite 116 « Stillwater Clinic -
1411 W 12th Ave, Suite D * Yukon

Clinic - 12801 NW 10th St, Suite 500 EDUCATION

SNU VETS CENTER
Southern Nazarene University,
VETS Center
4200 N Peniel Ave. Bethany, Ok
73008 405-717-6299

101 Mobility
9402 E 55th PI Suite A,

Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 238-7979
https://www.101mobility.com/

Nerve Renewal

NEURDGPFPATHY CLINIG

www.snhu.edu
VETERAN SERVICES

Brazito Coins & SNU

Collectables 1899

We buy and appraise Coins, Comics
and Lionel Trains. Call Bill Norfleet
at 405-495-4000 (cell) or email

billnorfleet@hotmail.com

[BRAZITOS

VETERANS

UPWARD BOUND
GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL?
Our goal is to help you navigate your
Veteran Education Benefits, enroll in
college or vo-tech, and strengthen
your academic skills -
all at no cost to you.

Call me or scann the QR CODE.

Owned...

Keller Williams

Real Estate Planning
Call Matt Neill at 405-757-9980 (cell)
or email MattNeill@kw.com

https://VibrantOk.com 405-422-1405 vub@redlandscc.edu
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GETTING READY
FOR SCHOOL?

Our goal is to help you navigate
your Veteran Education Benefits,
enroll in college or vo-tech, and
strengthen your academic skills
— all at no cost to you.

* Assistance with Gl Bill/VR&E Benefits

* Education and Career Planning

* Assistance with College Admissions

* Develop your Academic Skill

* Referrals to Community and Veteran
Services and Agencies

* And More!
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CALL, EMAIL OR SCAN THE QR CODE
TO GET CONNECTED

405.422. 1405
vub@redlandscc.edu
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NEUROPATHY PAIN AND NUMBNESS GAN BE TREATED

VA Benefits Accepted. 11 Oklahoma Therapy Centers.

Our FDA-cleared treatment relieves pain and restores feeling
without the use of medications or surgery.

VA benefits, Medicare, and Medicaid accepted.

- Proudly Helping Those Who Served
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How to Coordinate with A Non-VA Care Provider

1. Visit your VA Primary Care Physician.
2. Have your PGP refer you to a VA Specialist.
3. Have the Specialst then refer you to us.

View our testimonials at nerverenewalnow.com





